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Main Topics Election Briefs 

Official Vote Count 

• Felipe Calderón wins 
the final count 

 

• Calderón calls for  
    conciliation and pledges         
xxa national unity coalition 
xxgovernment 
 

• AMLO demands full  
   recount and calls for    
xxmass mobilization 
 
• Madrazo recognizes 

results and praises the 
IFE  
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The Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) completed the official vote count on Thursday, and 
declared Felipe Calderón, PAN, the winner by a margin of 243,000 votes, or 0.58% of the 
total, over Andrés Manuel López Obrador, PRD. The tabulation was the result of the veri-
fication at the district level of the reported vote totals in each of the 131,000 polling 
places. “This was the most competitive election in Mexico’s modern history. It was also a 
clean and transparent election,” said IFE President Luis Carlos Ugalde. The result must 
be ratified by the Federal Electoral Tribunal (TEPFJ, or Trife) by September 6. (Reforma 
7/7 and IFE) 
 

In his victory speech, Calderón called on people from all sectors of society to work to-
gether to define a common project for Mexico. He offered to start a dialogue with his op-
ponents in order to include key elements of their agendas into his program and to build a 
national unity government that could create a stable majority in Congress. “I want to have 
a government program that answers to the interests of the majority of Mexicans.” He also 
said that he respects AMLO and shares his desire for social justice: “I commit myself to 
work tirelessly to create opportunities for the millions of Mexicans who live in poverty.” (El 
Universal 7/7) 
 

López Obrador denounced the results. He called Calderón “a puppet” and “employee” of 
a “rapacious minority” determined to retain their power and privileges at any cost, and 
said Calderón lacked the moral authority to be President. He also called President Fox “a 
traitor to democracy.” (AMLO website) 
 

At a rally before as many as 180,000 supporters in Mexico City’s Zocalo on Saturday, 
AMLO demanded a complete recount of all 42 million ballots, and said he would take his 
case to both the Trife and the Supreme Court. He alleged thousands of irregularities in 
the vote, and said that the IFE’s computers were rigged before the election. He called on 
his supporters to begin marches on July 12 from each of the 300 election districts to the 
capital, and to hold a new rally in the Zocalo on July 16. (Reforma and Universal, 7/6-9) 
 

The PRD filed a general election challenge on Sunday, claiming that the process had 
failed to provide “free and equitable elections.” The filing cited President Fox’s actions, 
campaign spending in excess of legal limits, the use of government social programs, vot-
ing fraud, and Hildebrando contracts with the IFE, among others. Additional court chal-
lenges of individual electoral district results are expected to be filed on Monday. (Reforma 
and Universal, 7/10)  
 

Roberto Madrazo, PRI, recognized his defeat and praised the IFE for a clean electoral 
process. “We are not inclined to try to snatch in the courts that which we did not win in the 
ballot boxes,” he said. Key northern PRI governors, led by Eduardo Bours and Natividad 
Gonzalez, publicly acknowledged Calderón’s victory and pledged to cooperate with the 
new government.  (Reforma 7/4,7/7) 

Key Dates 
07/10/06: last day for fil-
ing election challenges 
 

08/31/06: Trife resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress 
begins 
 

09/06/06: Trife certifica-
tion of election results 
and declaration of Presi-
dent-elect 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of 
President 

Vote totals Share of total
Felipe Calderón 15,000,284 35.89%
Andrés Manuel López Obrador 14,756,350 35.31%
Roberto Madrazo 9,301,441 22.26%
Patricia Mercado 1,128,850 2.70%
Roberto Campa 401,804 0.96%
Write in candidates 297,989 0.71%
Nullified ballots 904,604 2.16%
Total 41,791,322 100%
  Source: IFE

• The official results were slightly 
different than the preliminary 
count, which gave Calderón 
35.91% and AMLO 35.31% of the 
vote. 

• The percentage of null ballots 
(2.16%) is comparable to the 
2000 election (2.10%) and the 
2003 midterms (3.36%). 



July 10—16, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Opinion Polls 

• Political parties file chal-
lenges with the Electoral 
Tribunal 

 

• AMLO acknowledges 
that he seeks annul-
ment, but says he will 
call off protests if there 
is a full recount 

 

• Calderón names transi-
tion team leaders, out-
lines priorities 

 

• Clear majority accept 
election results and be-
lieve recount unneces-
sary, according to poll 
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Before the legal deadline, the PRD filed 227 challenges covering some 180 of the 300 
electoral districts, and more than 50,000 voting places (casillas). The PAN filed 131 chal-
lenges, covering some 500 casillas, and the PRI one. The challenges will be adjudicated 
by the Electoral Tribunal High Court. 
 

Andrés Manuel López Obrador repeated that all he seeks is a full recount of the vote, but 
the PRD filings petition the Electoral Tribunal “not to issue the declaration of the validity of 
the election.” Interviewer Joaquin López Dóriga made AMLO acknowledge this: “After the 
recount, if the anomalies—which I am sure will be discovered— will not allow for the vali-
dation of the election, the process is the cancellation of the election, to nullify it,” AMLO 
said. (Interview, Televisa, 7/11) In a separate interview he said, “This election was fraudu-
lent from start to finish; …this is why we ask for a full vote by vote recount. If that hap-
pens, there will be no more demonstrations.” He added that he would accept the final 
Electoral Tribunal decision, but not that the elections were free and fair. (Carmen 
Aristegui interview, W Radio, 7/14) 
 

Several hundred thousand AMLO supporters converged on Mexico City on Sunday. 
AMLO told them that the country would not have political, economic, or financial stability 
until the votes were recounted. He called on his supporters to stage sit-ins at each of the 
300 district headquarters and carry out other unspecified acts of ‘peaceful civic resis-
tance.’ He announced a third rally for July 30. (Reforma 7/16) 
 

Felipe Calderón named Juan Camilo Mouriño to head his transition team and Josefina 
Vazquez Mota to be the lead negotiator with other political forces. In press conferences 
and interviews, Calderón emphasized the following themes: 
 

▪ The votes had already been counted one by one on election night, and he won. Any ini-
tiative to recount the ballots did not depend on his wishes, or those of Lopez Obrador, but 
upon what the law established and the Electoral Tribunal decided. 
 

▪ He invited all political forces to join him in a government of national unity. He would push 
forward with efforts to form a congressional majority, particularly with the PRI, but also 
potentially with the PRD and the minor parties. 
 

▪ His first priority would be to create jobs, “but I also want to include a responsible social 
policy… in favor of the poor….One of the premises in my government program is the 
equality of opportunities. But now I will make it mine with much more emphasis, for the 
simple reason that I understand the message of the ballot boxes.” 
 

▪ He would not call his own supporters into the streets to counter AMLO’s mobilizations. 
“Elections are won with votes, not mobilizations. I invite all political actors to conduct 
themselves in strict adherence to our laws and institutions, and to the citizens to avoid 
any type of provocation.” Calderón decided to postpone a national tour scheduled to start 
on the 17th in order to avoid increasing tensions. (Ana Winocur interview, TV Azteca, 
7/14)  

Key Dates 
08/31/06: Trife resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress 
begins; President’s An-
nual Report  
 

09/06/06: Trife certifica-
tion of election results 
and declaration of Presi-
dent-elect 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of 
President 

A Reforma poll showed that 60% of 
those polled did not believe a vote 
recount was necessary, compared to 
37% who believed it was. Sixty per-
cent also said the election results 
were trustworthy, while 36% said they 
were not. Seventy-five percent said 
they trusted in the Electoral Tribunal’s 
impartiality, and 62% maintained a 
positive evaluation of the IFE’s credi-
bility. (Reforma 7/15) 

37% 
Yes 60% 

No 

3% 
Don’t know 

60% 
Yes 

36% 
No 

4% 
Don’t know 

75% 
Yes 

21% 
No 

4% 
Don’t know 

Is a third recount of the 
vote necessary? 

Are the presidential elec-
tion results done by IFE 
trustworthy? 

Do you trust the Electoral 
Tribunal’s impartiality? 
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López Obrador, in his own words 

July 2 
 
“I have information from the Quick 
Count that gives us a lead of at 
least 500,000 votes…I said during 
the campaign that I would respect 
the election result—even if I were to 
lose by just one vote. I ask that the 
electoral institutions respect our re-
sults.” 

(Speech at the Zocalo) 
 
 
July 3 
 
“The [preliminary vote count] is full 
of mistakes, it doesn’t register what 
we believe is the reality. This is why 
we can’t trust the system.” 

(Statement at campaign  
headquarters) 

 
 
July 4 
 
“I hope that this process [official 
counting of the district vote tabula-
tions] is conducted according to the 
law … since we are talking about 
the political stability of the country.” 

 (Press Conference) 
 
 
July 6 
 
“We have decided to challenge the 
electoral process. We will go before 
the Electoral Tribunal to demand 
that they review the electoral pack-
ages, and they count all the votes.” 
 
“We have all the elements that 
prove a lack of transparency in the 
process, lack of independence the 
electoral authorities, and specifi-
cally, their refusal to open the elec-
toral packages.” 
“We triumphed and that is what we 

want to demonstrate before the 
Electoral Tribunal.” 

 (Press Conference) 
 
 
July 8 
 
“We are against an economic and 
political power group who is used to 
winning at any cost, and without any 
moral principles. This group doesn’t 
really care about Mexico or about 
the sufferings of the majority of the 
Mexican people. They only care 
about maintaining and growing their 
privileges.” 
 
“We will defend our project under 
any circumstances. This country 
needs a real change … and we will 
continue to be here as long as it is 
necessary.” 
  
“Vicente Fox … is a traitor to de-
mocracy.” 
  
”The IFE, which was supposed to be 
impartial, has become an instrument 
of the Right and has fully suc-
cumbed to electoral deception.” 
 
“We will demand that every vote at 
every casilla be counted. The elec-
toral packages must be opened be-
cause there is clear evidence that 
they took out from our votes to favor 
the candidate from the Right.” 
 
“We will go to the Supreme Court to 
demand … that they investigate the 
violation of the public vote and the 
illegality of the whole process.” 
 
 
“I propose we organize a national 
march for democracy.” 

(Speech at the Zocalo)) 
 
 

July 11 
 
“I maintain that we won the election 
despite the state apparatus and the 
cheating. This is why I am asking for 
the opening of the electoral pack-
ages and that all votes be counted.” 
 
“I want to repeat that President Fox, 
with all due respect, is a traitor to 
democracy.” 
 
“This movement will go as far as the 
people want. I will be asking the 
people, this is why we are creating 
assemblies.” 

(Interview with Televisa) 
 
 
July 12 
 
“The IFE is acting as criminals, to 
say it bluntly.” 
 
“From the beginning, there were 
various frauds: there was the fraud 
before the election, because they 
exceeded the campaign spending 
limits….It’s also fraud to use gov-
ernment resources to buy votes…. 
It’s fraud when there is a fascist 
campaign on television, saying that I 
am a danger for Mexico and the IFE 
doesn’t intervene… It’s fraud when 
the Business Coordinating Council 
(CCE)…sends subliminal messages 
in favor of the PAN candidate. All 
this is fraud.” 

(Press Conference) 
 
 
July 13 
 
“We can’t accept to have the hopes 
of millions of Mexicans cancelled, or 
to go back to the times when the 
power elites and not the people 
chose their governments.” 

Page 1 of 2 
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López Obrador, in his own words 

 
“I am certain that if we count, we will 
win. I won the election. I am more 
and more convinced.”  

(Interview with La Jornada) 
 
 
July 14 
 
“I want to make it clear, the election 
was marked by fraud, from start to 
finish.” 
 
“The district-level count of the vote 
was an infamy… because they 
knew the results in advance…. I 
have the analysis made by mathe-
maticians….They had a model that 
allowed them to put up the numbers 
in blocks…They knew how the 
count was going to start, and they 
knew how it was going to end.” 

 (Interview with W Radio)  
 
 
July 16 
 
“One who owes nothing, fears noth-
ing. I recommend that he [Calderón] 
thinks—for his family and for the 
people close to him—that he thinks 
very carefully that the stain of a 
fraudulent election cannot be 
washed out with all the water of the 
oceans. I remind him that Mexico…
does not deserve an illegitimate 
President without moral or political 
authority.” 

(Speech at the Zocalo) 
 
 
July 17 
 
“There has been much talk about 
computer fraud; everybody was 
thinking that the fraud was done in 
cyberspace, in the machines. The 
truth is that this bought us time. 
We've found out that the fraud isn't 

there, we found the fraud in the 
documents; this is a fraud in the old 
fashioned manner. The truth is that 
we were thinking that this was a 
modern—cyber—fraud, but the in-
formation that we now have is that 
they took control of the casillas in 
the old style and made the falsifica-
tions there.” 

(Interview with UNAM Radio) 
 
 
July 18 
 
"I’m not justifying it [the assault by 
AMLO supporters on Calderón’s 
vehicle as he was leaving an event], 
but it’s a phenomenon that’s hap-
pening. The people were deceived; 
the will of the Mexican people is not 
being respected. I’m not in agree-
ment with these actions, but the  
greater injury is trampling on the will 
of the people.” 
 
“If they want to impose a candidate 
of the Right, aside from being an 
impure president, a great deal of 
political instability will break out.” 

 (Interview with W Radio) 

Page 2 of 2 
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Felipe Calderón, in his own words 

Policy 
 
“Clearly there is a full agenda of po-
litical reforms that we have to under-
take … the review of our system of 
representation, legislative re-
election, the length of the cam-
paigns, the supervision of costs, the 
advertising expenditures of the can-
didates, for example.”  

  (El Pais, 07/13) 
 
“Among the structural reforms that 
are needed, both economic and po-
litical, I will push forward with those 
that have the greatest political viabil-
ity: fiscal reform, energy reform, re-
form of the State, legislative re-
election.”  

(La Vanguardia, 07/13) 
 
“The situation of the energy sector is 
critical. Without reform we will have 
to import oil in a few years.”  

(La Vanguardia, 07/13) 
 

“I share with Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador his longing for justice, and I 
repeat my commitment during the 
campaign to work tirelessly to 
achieve the equality of opportunities 
that will enable us to overcome the 
poverty in which millions of Mexi-
cans live.”  

(Speech, 7/06)  
 
“My first political exercise will be to 
build a coalition government, and 
the first reform proposed will be the 
one that defines the governing coali-
tion.”  

(Reporte 98.5, 7/9) 
 
“The only thing that can generate 
jobs is investment; the truth is there 
are no magic wands.”  

(Reporte 98.5, 7/9) 
 

“I need to include in my priorities the 
priorities that the citizens voted for. 
For a long time my priority has been 
jobs…But I must also have a re-
sponsible social policy, very fo-
cused, very bold, in favor of the 
poor.”  

(El País, 7/13)  
 
“I want to be realistic about [crime]. I 
don’t want to make promises that I 
can’t keep or generate expectations 
that I can’t fulfill. But I will say to the 
people that I will not rest until I can 
recover the safety of our streets.”  

(Televisa, 7/7)  
 
Electoral process 
 
“If I would have lost the election, 
even by one vote, I would have rec-
ognized it immediately. … I respect 
the will of the citizens and I respect 
the institutions. For this reason, I will 
be attend carefully to the decision of 
the Electoral Tribunal.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/14) 
 

“It is not my opinion that has pre-
vented the recount of the votes, it is 
strictly the law. In the cases where 
the ballot boxes have been opened, 
it’s not because I say so, but be-
cause the law provides for it. It is a 
matter of certainly and legality. The 
legitimacy of a government derives 
from these two principles.  

(El País, 7/13) 
 
“The votes have already been 
counted, vote by vote, casilla by 
casilla. Not by me, not by Vicente 
Fox, not by the TV broadcasters. 
They have been counted by the citi-
zens, by flesh and blood men and 
women across the country.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/14)  
 

“I would have no problem with open-
ing all the ballot boxes, even if it 
took months. But the problem is that 
if the law is broken then there is a 
serious risk of the whole election 
being annulled.”  

(Financial Times, 7/6)  
 
“I ceased to be a candidate on Elec-
tion Day. Today, I am the winner of 
the July 2 election, and I hope that 
the Tribunal will ratify this decision, 
which is not mine, but that of the 
citizens.” 

(TV Azteca, 7/14) 
 
Reconciliation & governability  
 
“I will be a President who extends 
my hand to my opponents, because 
I don’t believe that there are ene-
mies in politics, but simply adversar-
ies.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/14) 
 
“The PAN will be the leading party in 
Congress for the first time in its his-
tory… I will take office with more 
power to govern than did Vicente 
Fox.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/14) 
 
“I can put together a parliamentary 
majority in Congress with the PRI, 
and I would like to do the same with 
the PRD … I would also like to 
reach an agreement with some of 
the smaller parties. All in all, we can 
have a political force sufficient to 
build majorities.”  

(El Pais, 7/13) 
 
“I invite my adversaries and society 
to begin a new era of conciliation in 
Mexico. …The campaigns bring out 
our differences, now is the time to 
show our common bonds.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/7)  

Page 1 of 2 
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López Obrador, in his own words 

“Even if the PRD says it does not 
want to form a coalition, we are not 
in a two-party system. We live in a 
system with many parties in which it 
is possible to have coalitions with 
several parties. I have many op-
tions. I only have to gain the majority 
in Congress.”  

(Financial Times, 7/6)  
 
“[I recognize] the mandate of the 
ballot boxes. I hear with total clarity 
the shout of 42 million Mexicans. 
Their cry is for everyone—for the 
PRI, for the PAN, for the PRD—to 
put themselves in agreement.”  

(Televisa, 7/7)  
 
“If forming that agreement requires 
sharing the responsibilities of gov-
erning, then of course I would be 
willing to do so, including in my cabi-
net members of other political par-
ties.”  

(Financial Times, 7/6)  
 
 
AMLO’s accusations 
 
“We have not called the people into 
the streets, because we don’t want 
to increase the tension in the politi-
cal environment; because we want 
to leave our hand extended, we will 
not inflame passions and not fall into 
provocations.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/14) 
 
“Do Mexicans want to live in the 
middle of pressure, of blackmail, of 
threats like they are making, of vio-
lence? Or do they want peace?  I 
invite all the people who believe in 
our institutions to make our laws 
stand for something and to put our-
selves to work for a Mexico that 
lives in peace.”  

(TV Azteca, 7/14) 
 

“First [AMLO] wanted to make the 
people believe he had won. It is not 
true. Then he wanted to make them 
believe there was foul play. That is 
not true, either, and we will fight 
these tricks one by one.”  

(Financial Times, 7/6) 
 
“A man who says he will respect the 
result and then does not… it is an 
expression of intolerance and of 
danger.”  

(Financial Times, 7/6) 
 
“It seems to me that the road to vali-
date an election is not found in the 
streets, but in the law and the insti-
tutions. We are not going to in-
crease political tensions by mobiliz-
ing our own people.”  

(El Pais, 7/13) 
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Issues Brief:  
Mexican Presidential Election “Recount” 

Felipe Calderón of the PAN won the five way presidential contest with 35.89% of the 41.8 million votes cast, 
based on the official count of the July 2 election. Runner-up Andrés Manuel López Obrador (PRD) received 
35.31%. The margin of victory was 243,000 votes. The PRD has refused to accept the results, and is de-
manding a “vote-by-vote” recount of the ballots from all 130,000 voting places, a call which has been echoed 
by some international commentators and editorialists. 

The final steps of the Mexican elections—the resolu-
tion of legal challenges to the election, the validation 
of the vote count, and the official naming of the 
President-elect—lie with the Federal Electoral Tribu-
nal, or “TRIFE.” The TRIFE High Court is the final 
authority on all election law issues under the Consti-
tution.  
 
Any political party contesting the election has the 
right to bring suits before the TRIFE with respect to 
voting fraud, violation of electoral laws, or anything 
else that affects “the certainty, legality, independ-
ence, impartiality, and objectivity” of the election. 
During its ten years of existence, more than 21,000 
electoral cases have been filed with the TRIFE. The 
tribunal must resolve all challenges filed in the presi-
dential race by August 31st and officially declare the 
president-elect by September 6. 
 
Under Mexican Law, the sole responsibility for 
counting the vote lies with the polling place offi-
cials—over 900,000 nationwide—who are citizens 
chosen by lot and trained in electoral procedures by 
the autonomous Federal Election Institute (IFE). 
They count the vote in the presence of political party 
representatives and independent election monitors. 
Upon completion of the count, the ballot boxes are 
sealed and kept secure. All party representatives 
receive copies of the official tally sheet, and they 
have the right to register their objections.   

This count—undertaken by citizens—is considered 
definitive, unless there is evidence of error or other 
defects in the count. The district electoral represen-
tatives, who tabulate and verify the results of the 
individual casillas, can according to the law only 
open the sealed ballot boxes and make a recount      
when any of the following conditions exists: a) the 

stally sheet count for a polling place does not match 
sthe number of ballots; b) there is evidence of al-
sterations to the tally sheet; c) the tally sheet is 
smissing; d) the president of the district committee 
sdoes not have possession of the tally sheet; or e) 
sthere are evident mistakes in the tally sheet.  

During the official tabulation of the results, the ballot 
boxes of some 2,900 polling places were unsealed 
and recounted by electoral officials to resolve incon-
sistencies or irregularities. 

The TRIFE has broad authority to order remedies 
when it determines that electoral laws have been 
violated, after it receives and adjudicates challenges 
that emerge from the electoral process, including 
voting or the counting of the votes. These remedies 
include fines, unsealing and recounting ballot boxes 
from individual polling places, nullifying the results of 
individual polling places, and—most severely—
nullification of entire elections where the TRIFE con-
cludes that broad improprieties have occurred. For 
example, over the ten years of its existence, during 
which 59,000 officials have been elected to offices 
at various levels throughout the country, the TRIFE 
has annulled 17 elections among the many other 
actions they have ordered.  
 
There is no legal precedent for a recount of ballots 
from polling places where there is no evidence of 
error or impropriety, or for a generalized recount of 
all the ballots cast in an election. Nor is there any 
mechanism for undertaking such a generalized re-
count.  



Incumbent parties won all gubernatorial elections; 
no change in control of state governments. 

5 States 10 States 17 States 

PT 

  
Mexico: July 2 Election Results 

Presidential Election 

Chamber of Deputies–500 Seats 
PAN 206 (+58) Alt. Soc-Dem.     4 (+4)
PVEM   18 (+1) PRD 127 (+30)
PRI 103 (-120) PT   16 (+10)
Convergencia   17 (+12) Independent     0 (-4)
PANAL     9 (+9)

PAN 52 (+5) PANAL   1 (+1)
PVEM   6 (+1) PRD 29 (+14)
PRI 33 (-25) PT   2 (+2)
Convergencia   5 (+5) Independent   0 (-3)

Gubernatorial Races 

New Congress 

Governorships 

 

M exico City Party Vote %
M arce lo Ebrard PRD 47.1%
Demetrio Sodi PAN 27.3%
Beatriz Paredes PRI 21.9%

Guanajuato
Juan Manuel Oliva PAN 59.0%
Ricardo Garcia PRD 10.5%
Miguel Angel Chico PRI 22.6%

Jalisco
Em ilio Gonzalez PAN 45.1%
Enrique Ibarra PRD 7.8%
Arturo Zamora PRI 41.4%

M orelos
M arco A. Adam e PAN 35.1%
Fernando Martinez PRD 31.3%
Maricela Sanchez PRI 26.6%
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Senate–128 Seats 

Total vote: 41,791,322 

15,000,284, 35.89% 

14,756,350, 35.31% 

9,301,441, 22.26% 

401,804, 0.96% 

1,128,850 , 2.70% 

297,989, 0.71% 

904,604, 2.16% 

PAN PAN 

PVEM 
PVEM 

PRI PRI 

Convergencia 

PANAL 

PRD 

PT 

Convergencia 
PANAL 

Alt. Soc-Dem. 

PRD 

Felipe Calderón, PAN 

Andrés Manuel López Obrador, PRD-PT-Convergencia 

Roberto Madrazo, PRI-PVEM 

Roberto Campa, Nueva Alianza 

Patricia Mercado, Alianza Socialdemócrata y Campesina 

Write ins 

Null 

Tables show seat allocation in new Congress and gain or 
loss compared to end 2005. 



July 17—23, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 
• Felipe Calderón reaf-

firms commitment to  
   social agenda 
 

• Calls on citizens “to 
paint Mexico white” in 
favor of peace and unity 

 

• Recount of 2,800  
   casillas favors Calderón 
 

• TRIFE begins evalua-
tion of challenges; ques-
tions lack of election day  

   written protests  
 

• AMLO will not accept 
any TRIFE decision less 
than a full recount 

© Zemi Communications LLC. This newsletter is prepared and distributed by Zemi Communications, and does not reflect the views or editorial input of any Zemi clients.  

As part of his commitment to strengthen his government’s social agenda, Felipe Calderón 
met with specialists in fighting poverty and declared that “Mexico has no time to lose. The 
time has come to create a vision for the country that goes beyond party lines or individual 
groups. It is time to focus on creating a solution that can really tackle inequality. I commit 
myself, today as the winning candidate, and tomorrow as President, to create opportuni-
ties throughout the country.” (Excelsior 7/20) 
 
Calderón announced his support for a civic movement “to paint Mexico white,” as a call 
for peace and unity. “The decision of Mexicans is that the era of violence, of hate, of ran-
cor as been left behind….Today we have an unbreakable decision to resolve our differ-
ences in peace through the law and through the institutions.” He also called on his party’s 
congressmen and governors-elect to promote understanding of the real facts about the 
electoral process and to demonstrate that “the elections were the cleanest and most de-
mocratic in the history of Mexico.” (Excelsior 7/20) 
 
Details were disclosed of the 2,873 voting places (casillas) that were recounted because 
of challenges or inconsistencies during the official vote count on July 5-6. The recount re-
allocated 64,000 votes out of the more than 900,000 ballots recounted and increased Cal-
derón’s margin by 1,803 votes. AMLO called this “a new trick.” (Reforma 7/20, W Radio 
7/20) 
 
The Electoral Tribunal (TRIFE) magistrates began their review of all 355 election chal-
lenges filed. The PRD 836-page master challenge was assigned by lot to the president of 
the Court, Leonel Castillo. Castillo reportedly requested that the PRD explain why it had 
not included evidence of written protests made on election day, which are a requirement 
for challenging casilla results. The IFE filed its own brief (543 pp) responding to the ir-
regularities alleged in the PRD’s suit. Horacio Duarte, the PRD’s representative to the 
IFE, said the IFE’s brief proved it was “blind, negligent, and autistic during the electoral 
process.” (Milenio 7/22, Reforma 7/22, Universal 7/23) 
 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador repeated his promise to call off his protests if there is a full 
vote by vote recount. However, he refused to say that he would accept any other TRIFE 
ruling, including a recount of only the 50,000 casillas that the PRD actually challenged. 
He also said, “The election for me is illegitimate. I will not recognize the result of a fraudu-
lent election. Period.” The PRD press spokesman predicted 2-1/2 to 3 million people for 
the third mass rally in the Zocalo on July 30, and promised “stronger” civil resistance ac-
tions. (W Radio, 7/20, Reforma 7/22). 

Key Dates 
08/31/06: Trife resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress 
begins; President’s An-
nual Report  
 

09/06/06: Trife certifica-
tion of election results 
and declaration of Presi-
dent-elect 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of 
President 

Opinion Polls 
A GEA-ISA poll carried out from July 8-10 shows 
that a majority of those polled believed Felipe 
Calderón won the election (56%), that he won 
cleanly (53%), that the election campaign was 
equitable (54%), that the IFE official vote count 
was not manipulated (54%), that the ballots were 
already counted and should not be reopened 
(57%), and that AMLO is wrong to mobilize his 
supporters (57%). However, on all these ques-
tions there is an immense disconnect between 
Calderón supporters and AMLO supporters. 

53% 

36% 

11% 

93% 

4% 3% 

46% 
38% 

16% 

79% 

12% 9% 

35% 

57% 

8% 
14% 

82% 

4% 

27% 

59% 

14% 

69% 

23% 

8% 

Total Total Calderón Madrazo AMLO Calderón Madrazo AMLO 

Clean Fraud Don’t know Agree Disagree Don’t know 

Do you believe that Calderón won the 
election cleanly or through fraud? 
(per presidential candidate preference)  

Do you agree or disagree with AMLO’s 
intent to mobilize his supporters to de-
mand the review of the presidential elec-
tion results? 
(per presidential candidate preference)  
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Don’t know 

Opinion Polls 

July 24—30, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
08/31/06: Trife resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress 
begins; President’s An-
nual Report  
 

09/06/06: Trife certifica-
tion of election results 
and declaration of Presi-
dent-elect 
 

A survey by El Universal (7/27) showed that 
48% of Mexicans were in favor of a recount, 
while 28% were opposed, with sharp con-
trasts between the supporters of the principal 
contenders. Fifty-six percent said that if the 
Electoral Tribunal ratified Calderón’s victory 
they would accept the result ‘without doubts,’ 
while 16% said they would reject the verdict 
and 22% said their doubts would continue. 

• Rivals exchange public 
letters 

 

• Calderón receives 
public backing from 
the teachers union 

 

• “I am the president” 
 

• Both parties make 
presentations to the 
Electoral Tribunal 

 

• AMLO holds third rally, 
begins ‘permanent 
assembly’ 

 

• IFE media report 
shows equitable  

    access 

Don’t know 

Would reject the verdict 

Doubts would continue 

Would accept the verdict 

Against 

Neutral 

In favor 

1 

53 

25 

20 

2 

29 

33 

35 

1 

3 

10 

87 
Calderón Madrazo AMLO 

6 

16 

22 

56 

Andrés Manuel López Obrador published an open letter to Felipe Calderón calling on him 
to agree to a full recount. If Calderón agreed, AMLO said he would abide by the recount 
results and call off further protests. Otherwise, he warned, “The responsibility will be yours 
….Mexico does not deserve to be governed by someone who has neither moral nor politi-
cal authority." (Public letter, 7/24) 
 

In his reply, Calderón noted, “Any decision to recount the ballots …does not depend on 
what the candidates opine, but rather on the law. I will respect the Tribunal’s decisions 
fully.” Calderón closed with an invitation to López Obrador: “Let us move beyond our dif-
ferences to identify areas of agreement. I invite you to be a true statesman in order to 
build a common project for Mexico.” (Public letter, 7/24) 
 

Elba Esther Gordillo, the head of the National Teachers Union and former secretary gen-
eral of the PRI, publicly endorsed Felipe Calderón, and offered the Union’s support to im-
prove education: “I want to tell our friend, president-elect Felipe Calderón, that we want 
nothing in exchange, we care only about one objective: education.” Gordillo, who lost a 
leadership struggle to Madrazo inside the PRI last year, was also formally stripped of her 
party membership last week. (Reforma, 7/26) 
 

AMLO’s declaration that “I am President of Mexico by the will of the majority of Mexicans” 
on the U.S. Hispanic network Univision became the lead headline in most Mexican pa-
pers. (Milenio, El Universal, and La Jornada, 7/27) 
 

The PRD and the PAN met separately with the Electoral Tribunal. The PRD delegation 
emphasized that they are not seeking nullification, but a full recount. The PAN delegation, 
led by Calderón and former party president Luis H. Alvarez, asked that the election result 
be ratified. “One only has to respect the ballots that [the citizens] have already cast and to 
declare as President elect he whom the Mexicans have already elected,” said Calderón. 
(Universal 7/29-30, Reforma 7/30) 
 

López Obrador held his third rally in Mexico City’s Zocalo. He said he would remain in the 
Zocalo to head ‘a permanent assembly’ until the TRIFE issued its ruling, and called on his 
supporters to establish 47 camps—one for each state plus 16 for each district of Mexico 
City—stretching from the Zocalo up the length of the Paseo de la Reforma. “Even though 
we hope that the magistrates act with responsibility and patriotism, there is no way that we 
are going to put our trust in them or sit here hoping with our arms crossed,” he said. The 
encampments created a massive gridlock on Monday. (Universal and Reforma, 7/30-31) 
 

The IFE released its final national media monitoring report for the entire campaign period, 
January 19 to June 28. AMLO had the strongest TV presence, with 16,000 TV spots and 
178 paid programs, compared to 12,000 spots and only one paid program for Calderón. 
The situation was reversed on radio: Calderón had 107,000 radio spots, compared to 
60,000 for AMLO. (IFE) 

Are you in favor or against a recount of the presidential election votes? 

If the Electoral Tribunal ratifies Felipe Calderón as President you...? 
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Fact Sheet:  
Mexico’s Electoral Tribunal and  

the Presidential Election  

Mexico’s Federal Electoral Tribunal, commonly known as 
the “TRIFE,” is Mexico’s highest authority on electoral 
law. The final stage of Mexico’s presidential election lies 
with the TRIFE High Court; its decisions are final and 
cannot be appealed.  In a presidential election year, one 
of the most important functions of the TRIFE is to ratify 
the IFE vote results and declare the winner to be the offi-
cial President elect. 
 
The TRIFE (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial de la 
Federación, TEPJF) is one of the institutions created as 
part of Mexico’s 1996 electoral reform. It is an autono-
mous institution, designed to be as insulated as possible 
from political pressure.  
 
During its almost 10 years of existence, the TRIFE has 
resolved more than 20,000 suits dealing with all aspects 
of the electoral process including election results, viola-
tion of individual political-electoral rights, political party 
activities, the federal electoral institutions, and campaign 
financing, among others. Of these, 793 have been chal-
lenges to federal election results. In 2006 through July 
18, a total of 2,694 suits have been filed, including 355 
challenges to federal election results.   
  
The TRIFE High Court consists of 7 magistrates, each of 
whom are elected by a two-thirds majority by the Senate 
from a list of 3 candidates presented by the Supreme 
Court. TRIFE magistrates must meet the same qualifica-
tions for office as Supreme Court justices. Their term is 
10 years, non-renewable. The seven magistrates elect 
one of their colleagues to serve as president, who guides 
the discussion of cases and oversees the administrative 
side of the court.  However, all magistrates’ votes are 
equal. The TRIFE High Court is in Coyoacan, Mexico 
City.  
 
Six of the magistrates who are on the TRIFE today  were 
part of the original court established in 1996. All six will 
be leaving the court in October 2006, at the end of their 
10 year terms. The seventh magistrate was elected in 
2003.  
 
TRIFE Powers Related to  
the Presidential Election 
 

As set forth in the Constitution and electoral laws, the 
Court has the power: 
 To resolve challenges (impugnaciones) made with 

respect to the election of the President, where the 
High Court has sole jurisdiction. 
 To carry out the final computation of the election 

of the President, after resolving any challenges 
that have been made;  

 To declare the election valid; and  
 To declare the candidate who received the most 

votes as the President elect.  
 To resolve challenges to the acts and resolutions of 

the IFE that violate constitutional or legal norms; 
 To resolve challenges to acts and resolutions that 

violate the political-electoral rights of citizens. These 
rights include:  
 Participation in “free, authentic, and periodic elec-

tions” that are carried out according to “the guid-
ing principles of certainty, legality, independence, 
impartiality, and objectivity” 

 Voting that is “universal, free, secret, and direct” 
 “To vote, be voted for, and to associate with oth-

ers for political purposes.” 
 
In addition, during its 10 years of existence, the TRIFE 
High Court has established a substantial body of jurispru-
dence for interpreting the constitutional and legal provi-
sions governing the electoral process. 
 
Challenges to the Election Results 
 

According to the law on electoral challenges, a Suit for 
Disagreement (juicio de inconformidad) is the means by 
which political parties or candidates may challenge elec-
tion results on legal or constitutional grounds. These suits 
challenge the official Tally Sheets (actas) for the electoral 
district computation of results, on the grounds of the nul-
lity of the votes received or arithmetic error.  
 
The statute enumerates 12 specific causes for the nullifi-
cation of the vote of a specific voting place (casilla): 

a) Install the casilla in an unauthorized location; 
b) Deliver the electoral package to the district head-

quarters outside the time limits specified;  
c) Count the votes in an unauthorized location; 
d) Receive the votes on other than election day; 
e) Have unauthorized persons receive the votes;  
f) Fraud or error in the computation of the vote;  
g) Allow citizens to vote without their Voter ID or who 

are not on the voter list;  
h) Impede the access of political party representa-

tives; 
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Fact Sheet:  
Mexico’s Electoral Tribunal and  

the Presidential Election  

i) Use violence or pressure on the casilla officers or 
the electors; 

j) Impede the exercise of the right to vote; 
k) Grave irregularities during election day or in the 

count that are not reparable and put in doubt the 
certainty of the vote.  

 
The causes (g), (i), (j), and (k) are subject to a materiality 
test—they must be shown to be “determinative” in the 
overall election result. In addition, the law requires that  a 
written protest be filed on election day as evidence of a 
presumptive violation for such a suit to proceed.   
 
According to the law, the Court’s decision may confirm 
the district Tally Sheet that was challenged, declare the 
nullification of the vote of one or more casillas and modify 
the district count accordingly, or correct arithmetic errors. 
No other actions are explicitly stated. 
 
The law also states that elections where the computa-
tions and declarations of validity and majority are not 
challenged within the time limits and under the estab-
lished procedures are considered valid, definitive, and 
unchallengeable. 
 
Since its inception,  the Court has taken a broader view 
of its role and powers than those specified in the law, 
consistent with its Constitutional responsibilities. It has, 
for example, nullified two gubernatorial elections 
(Tabasco 2000, Colima 2003) largely on grounds that the 
constitutional guarantees for elections were violated. In 
total, the TRIFE has nullified 17 elections out of the more 
than 59,000 federal, state, and local elections that have 
taken place since 1996. Nullification of an election is 
viewed as an “exceptional” act that can be taken only to 
safeguard the fundamental guiding principles laid out in 
the Constitution. 
 
The court has never ordered a complete recount of the 
vote in an election. Nor has it ever ordered the recount or 
nullification of ballots from casillas that were not explicitly 
challenged, except where it has nullified an entire elec-
tion. 
 
Procedure for Making and  
Resolving Challenges 
 

The path by which suits are decided is as follows:  
 Challenges to the election results are filed with the 

electoral office of the IFE district with the disputed 
results. 

 The district office forwards the suit together with the 
Tally Sheets being challenged and other relevant 
materials to the TRIFE. 

 Each suit is assigned to an individual magistrate in a 
round-robin manner.  

 This magistrate reviews the filing. If it does not meet 
the legal requirements, the magistrate  may  summa-
rily dismiss the suit. If it meets the requirements, the 
magistrate issues a decree of acceptance (auto de 
admision). 

 The court may require the authorities, political par-
ties, or candidates to provide information to resolve 
or substantiate the issue; 

 The magistrate prepares a draft ruling (proyecto de 
sentencia) after considering all the submissions. 

 This draft ruling is considered by the full court in open 
session, but only the magistrates can comment on 
the case.  The president, at his discretion, calls the 
matter to a vote. 

 If a majority votes to accept the draft ruling, it be-
comes final. 

 If a majority rejects the draft ruling, then the president 
assigns it to another magistrate to modify the draft 
ruling based on the discussion, after which  the Court  
reconsiders it. 

 The decisions of the High Court are final, and not 
subject to appeal. 

 All proceedings and documents are public. 
 
The average suit takes 8 days to be resolved, and 74% 
are resolved in less than 15 days. 

 
Time Limits for Finalizing  
the Presidential Election 
 

 Challenges to the election results needed to be filed 
within 4 days of the completion of the district vote 
count. 

 All challenges to the presidential results must be re-
solved by August 31. 

 The deadline for the declaration of the validity of the 
election and of the president elect is September 6. 

 
 
 
 
 



July 31—August 6, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
08/14/06: completion of 
partial recount ordered by 
Trife 
 

08/20/06: Chiapas  
gubernatorial election  
 

08/23/06: deadline for 
validating Senate  
Elections 
 

08/31/06: Trife resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress 
begins; President’s An-
nual Report  
 

09/06/06: Trife certifica-
tion of election results 
and declaration of Presi-
dent-elect 
 

10/15/06: Tabasco  
gubernatorial election 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of 
President 

• Mexico City 
‘kidnapped’ 

 
• Calderón and AMLO 

dispute ‘peace’ 
 
• TRIFE rules unani-

mously against full 
recount, 9% of polling 
places to be recounted 

 
• AMLO rejects the  
    ruling, will move the 
xxprotest to the Electoral 
xxTribunal 
 
 

Some 4,000 PRD protesters endured torrential rain to sustain their ‘permanent assembly’ 
in Mexico City through the week. Their 47 encampments effectively cut the city in half, 
wreaking havoc on traffic and businesses. A number of PRD supporters, including union 
leader Isaias Gonzalez and writer Carlos Monsivais, criticized the blockages. Felipe Cal-
derón compared it to a “kidnapping.” The federal government increased security at the 
Mexico City airport and other facilities, but has not attempted to reopen the roads. 
(Reforma 8/1-4, Reuters 8/4, Excelsior 8/2) 
 
Felipe Calderón made a televised address to the nation on the one-month anniversary of 
the vote: “Because I believe in legality, because we won cleanly, because Mexico has 
already decided, I call on all Mexicans to live in peace and to preserve the peace in our 
nation, to defend and strengthen our democratic institutions that we built with such hard 
work over decades, and to see beyond our differences and work together for a more 
prosperous and fairer Mexico.” (Speech, 8/2) 
 
The next day, López Obrador responded from his camp in the Zocalo: “Of what peace do 
they speak? The peace of [dictator Porfirio Díaz]? The peace of the tomb? No—peace is 
the fruit of justice and democracy. If you want to live in peace we have to make democ-
racy worth something….Enough of the cute phrases and hypocritical speeches…. Do not 
even think about the possibility of solving this problem without a recount.” (Zocalo 
Speech, 8/3) 
 
On Saturday, the Electoral Tribunal unanimously ruled against the full recount of the vote 
sought by the PRD. Chief Magistrate Leonel Castillo’s preliminary ruling stated that the 
procedural safeguards for counting the vote fully complied with the constitutional principle 
of ‘certainty’ in the absence of specific protests of irregularities or evident errors in the 
computation of the tally sheets. Accordingly, the court affirmed the validity of the results 
from districts that were not challenged, rejected the generalized arguments that the PRD 
had put forward for a full recount, and ordered recounts for those casillas where the PRD 
had made specific charges or where there were ‘evident errors’ in the tally sheets. The 
magistrates had under consideration PRD challenges in 174 electoral districts. They ruled 
that 25 challenges were unfounded, 6 were fully founded, and 143 were founded in part. 
Accordingly, the court ordered a recount of 11,839 casillas (9% of the total). The recounts 
are concentrated in the northern and western states that Calderón won by significant mar-
gins. Over 30% of the ballots will be recounted in four states, and more than 20% in two 
others. The recounts will take place from August 9-14 under the supervision of the five 
regional TRIFE courts, assisted by local judges. (TRIFE ruling 8/5, Universal, Reforma, 
Milenio, AP 8/5, Jornada 8/6) 
 
The PRD representatives walked out of the TRIFE once it became clear that the full re-
count would be rejected. On Saturday evening AMLO attacked the ruling: “We insist that 
the magistrates rectify their resolution, because they have the power and obligation to do 
so…. For us, it is very clear. If they refuse to open all the casillas and count all the votes, 
it’s a strong proof that we won the presidential election.” (Zocalo speech 8/5) 
 
In the fourth “informative assembly” in the Zocalo on Sunday, AMLO said, "We do not 
accept this recount, we want a recount of all the casillas. We do not want a tenth part of 
democracy, we want 100 percent democracy.” He also called for a fifth assembly Monday 
evening in front of the Electoral Tribunal building. (Zocalo speech 8/6, Reforma and Uni-
versal, 8/6) 
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34% 
Votes have been counted, the 
loser should accept the results  

August 7—13, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
08/14/06: completion of partial 
recount ordered by Trife 
 

08/20/06: Chiapas  
gubernatorial election 
 

08/23/06: deadline for validat-
ing Senate Elections 
 

08/31/06: Trife resolution of all 
legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress be-
gins; President’s Annual Re-
port 
 

09/06/06: Trife certification of 
election results and declara-
tion of President-elect 
 

10/15/06: Tabasco gubernato-
rial election 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of 
President 

• Partial recount  
   completed 
 
• Parties provide contra-

dictory assessments of 
recount effect 

 
• AMLO calls for resis-

tance “to the ultimate 
consequences” 

 
• Protestors carry out 

guerrilla blockages 
 
• PAN selects new  
   congressional leaders 

The partial recount ordered by the Electoral Tribunal of 9.07% of the total voting places 
(casillas) was essentially completed on Monday morning. The tabulation of the votes, 
which was carried out by electoral and judicial magistrates under the scrutiny of party rep-
resentatives, will now be forwarded to the Tribunal as part of their evaluation of the legal 
challenges brought by the PRD. No official recount totals are expected to be announced 
at this time. In addition, several thousand ballots on which the counters could not agree on 
how to count will be sent to the Tribunal. (Reforma, Universal, Jornada 8/14, TRIFE 8/11) 
 

PAN spokespersons noted that the recount showed that only 2% of the casillas had a vote 
swing of more than 5 votes. They estimated that the recount would show a total swing of 
+/- 1,500 votes out of approximately 4 million votes recounted. The PRD alleged anoma-
lies in 81% of the recounted casillas; they said there were 45,000 ‘excess’ votes and an-
other 80,000 missing votes. Extrapolating to the full vote, AMLO estimated that 900,000 to 
1 million ballots were fraudulent or had disappeared. The PRD called for the annulment of 
more than 7,000 casilla results, which they asserted would produce a 420,000 vote swing 
in AMLO’s favor. (Reforma 8/12, AMLO speech 8/13, Universal 8/14) 
 

In his speech to the fifth “informative assembly” in Mexico City on Sunday, AMLO called 
on his supporters to continue their struggle “to the ultimate consequences,” for years if 
necessary. He said, “We will not accept an illegitimate government and a spurious Presi-
dent. We will not allow the Constitution to be violated nor to have the decision of the citi-
zens trampled upon.” He called for additional acts of resistance including  blocking access 
to the TRIFE on the day Calderón is to get his certification as the winner of the election, 
protesting President Fox’s State of the Union message on September 1, hijacking the Cry 
of Independence celebration in the Zocalo on September 15, and holding a “national de-
mocratic convention” on September 16 timed to disrupt the annual military parade. 
(Universal and Reforma 8/13-14, AMLO speech 8/13) 
 

The PRD’s protests in Mexico City completed their second week. In addition to the camps 
in the city, groups of perredistas staged other ‘acts of peaceful civic resistance,’ each last-
ing several hours. They seized control of highway tollbooths; blocked entrances to major 
bank headquarters; blocked access government offices; and disrupted Cardinal Rivera’s 
Sunday mass.  
 

The PAN named its leaders in the new Congress. Santiago Creel will lead the PAN’s dele-
gation in the Senate, where they won 52 of the 128 seats. Creel was Government Minister 
for most the Fox administration, and lost to Calderón during the party’s presidential pri-
mary election. Héctor Larios, who was a Senator in the outgoing Congress, will lead the 
delegation in the Chamber of Deputies. The PAN has 206 of the 500 seats in the lower 
house. In his address to the new congressmen, Felipe Calderón noted: “The broad diver-
sity that will be represented in the Congress obliges us to push forward a constructive dia-
logue to reach agreements that will translate into public goods.” (Universal, 8/9)   
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Opinion Polls 
A Reforma poll on 8/8 showed that a clear 
majority of those interviewed would have 
confidence in the partial recount ordered by 
the TRIFE. Only one-quarter said that a full 
vote-by-vote recount was needed to decide 
the winner and were in favor of the call for 
acts of civic resistance. A Universal poll of 
Mexico City voters published 8/14 showed 
that 65% were opposed to the PRD camps, 
57% were against the marches, and 68% 
opposed the acts of civil disobedience car-
ried out by AMLO supporters.  

62% 
Yes 

36% 
No 

2% 
Don’t know 

36% 
The results of the 
partial recount 
ordered by the 
TRIFE should be 
respected 5% 

Don’t know 
25% 
Yes 

66% 
No 

9% 
Don’t know 

Would you have confidence 
in the partial recount  
ordered by the TRIFE? 

With which of the following 
statements do you agree? 

Are you in favor of the call 
for acts of civil resistance? 

25% 
A full vote-by-vote 
recount is needed  



August 14—20, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 

08/23/06: deadline for 
validating Senate  
Elections 
 
08/31/06: Trife resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 
09/01/06: new Congress 
begins; President’s An-
nual Report 
  
09/06/06: Trife certifica-
tion of election results 
and declaration of Presi-
dent-elect 
 
10/15/06: Tabasco  
gubernatorial election 
 
12/01/06: inauguration of 
President 
 
 

• PRD holds slight lead 
in Chiapas  

   gubernatorial election 
 

• Attempt to blockade 
Congress provokes 
police response 

 

• Calderón calls for unity 
 

• Cuauhtémoc 
Cardenas calls for 
TRIFE rulings to be 
respected 

 

• TRIFE overturns one 
congressional race 

 

• AMLO asserts attempt 
to bribe TRIFE judges; 
threatens to 'end this 
political system' 

In the Chiapas gubernatorial election on Sunday, PRD candidate Juan Sabines appears 
to have withstood a last minute joint PRI-PAN challenge. Several weeks ago, the PAN 
decided to back PRI candidate José Antonio Aguilar. With 93% of the casillas reporting 
under the preliminary count, Sabines had 48.4% of the vote, Aguilar 48.1%, the with-
drawn PAN candidate 2.6%, and others 0.8%. The victory, if confirmed, will increase the 
number of states controlled by the PRD to six. Outgoing PAN Governor Pablo Salazar 
was elected six years ago on a PAN-PRD solidarity ticket.  
 
A group of PRD leaders and legislators attempted to block the entrance to the Federal 
Congress. In the first incident of violence during the 3-week old PRD occupation of cen-
tral Mexico City, the Federal Preventive Police intervened to prevent the blockade, and 
several minor injuries were reported. The federal government then installed a 1 km secu-
rity perimeter around Congress, manned by Federal Police and armored vehicles, to pre-
vent future attempts to disrupt Congress. PRD legislators warned that the planned dem-
onstration to disrupt the reading of the President’s annual message could move from out-
side to inside the Congress. (Reforma 8/16, Excelsior 8/17) 
 
In a speech in Guadalajara, Felipe Calderón rejected claims that his government will only 
work for the “privileged,” while excluding the poor. He said that he will work to correct 
Mexico’s inequalities and prove the skeptics wrong. "[The opposition] seeks to seed ran-
cor and hate among Mexicans by saying that we will be a government for the privileged 
and that we will divide Mexico more. They are wrong. Precisely because we are a PAN 
government, we will be a government of justice, a government that will work for equality, 
a government that will work to bring Mexico forward and will work for the poorest. They 
think we will fall for their provocations. What they don't know is that we will overtake them 
from the left; we will bring about justice—real justice—in our country." (Reforma 8/18, El 
Universal 8/17) 
 
Former PRD standard bearer Cuauhtémoc Cardenas said he would not participate in the 
National Convention that is being organized by López Obrador for September 16. He said 
he trusted that the military parade the same day would take place without disruption and 
hoped that “the actions of civil resistance led by the PRD do not affect third parties and do 
not damage the image of the PRD.” Cardenas also said that he hoped the Electoral Tribu-
nal “results are accepted and give certainty to the conduct of the election.” (El Universal, 
8/18) 
 
The TRIFE High Court completed its review of the congressional elections and ratified all 
the winners of the original vote count except one. The Tribunal annulled the votes from 
three casillas in the State of Mexico where PRD municipal officials had served as casilla 
officials on election day, in violation of the law. The annulments erased a 65 vote margin 
for the PRD candidate for the Chamber of Deputies, and gave the seat to the PRI. (TRIFE 
8/16) 
 
AMLO charged on Sunday that the TRIFE was being bribed to rule in favor of Calderón: 
"We are not sucking our thumbs....We know that the magistrates are under pressure, that 
they are being barraged with money and offers of public office. They must decide be-
tween the path of becoming traitors and the path of dignity, uprightness, and honor....The 
decision of the Electoral Tribunal will define the intensity and direction of our movement. If 
they validate the fraud, our obligation will be to end this political system." (Reforma 8/20, 
Milenio 8/21) 
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Mexico: Electoral Process  
Questions & Answers 

What are the final steps in the election process? 
When will Mexico officially have a President-elect? 
 
The official vote count of the July 2 presidential election 
gave PAN candidate Felipe Calderón a 243,934 vote 
margin over PRD candidate Andrés Manuel Lopéz Obra-
dor, out of almost 42 million votes cast. 
 
The Federal Electoral Tribunal, or TRIFE, is in the pro-
cess of resolving all the legal challenges filed by the dif-
ferent parties. By law, these challenges must be resolved 
by August 31. The TRIFE may make adjustments to the 
official vote total announced on July 6. The decisions of 
the Tribunal are final, and not subject to appeal. The 
TRIFE will then make the declaration of the validity of the 
election and designate the President-elect no later than 
September 6. 
 
How does the recount that just took place figure into 
this process?  
 
In an August 5 ruling, the TRIFE ordered a partial recount 
of the votes in 11,839 voting places (casillas), 9.07% of 
the total. The recount was a preliminary step in the 
evaluation of the PRD’s challenges to the election results 
in 149 electoral districts. These are the districts where the 
PRD made specific challenges that were supported by 
written protests or where the TRIFE ruled there were evi-
dent errors in the official tally sheets (e.g., the total num-
ber of votes counted did not match the number of ballots 
given out). This was not a random sample of casillas—
they were concentrated in the districts where Calderón 
won by a substantial majority. The recount of the approxi-
mately 4 million votes was carried out from August 9-14 
by the 15 magistrates of the regional TRIFE tribunals, 
assisted by other judges and magistrates from the judicial 
branch.  
 
What is the official result of the recount?  
 
As of yet, there is no ‘official’ tally. The recount is part of 
the judicial investigatory process. The TRIFE will take the 
results of the recount into consideration with other factors 
in deciding if and how to adjust the final vote totals. How-
ever, party representatives were observers of the recount 
process, and they have each made their own public 
analysis. 

What information has the PAN provided about the 
recount? 

 
PAN spokespersons say that in 38% of the recounted 
casillas there were no changes at all, and in 98% the net 
change in the margin between Calderón and AMLO was 
less than 5 votes. Calderón’s count will be reduced by 
7,254 votes, and Lopéz Obrador’s count will be reduced 
by 324 as a result of the recount. However, they noted 
that some 8,930 “doubtful” Calderón votes and 1,475 
“doubtful” AMLO votes were excluded from the recount 
tally. They will be forwarded to the TRIFE for final resolu-
tion, and some of them may be added back into the to-
tals. As a result, the PAN expects the final vote swing to 
be about 1,500 votes.  

 
The PAN representatives argue that the recount validates 
the results of previous counts of the vote and demon-
strates that any mistakes in the tally sheets were 
“insignificant” arithmetic errors that were randomly distrib-
uted. They also categorically deny that the recount sur-
faced evidence of excess votes and disappeared votes 
(Press conference 8/14). 

 
What is the PRD take on the recount? 
 
PRD spokespersons say that the recount reduced Cal-
derón’s vote by a net of 14,140 votes, with adjustments in 
43% of the casillas, and increased AMLO’s count by a 
net 112 votes.  

 
The PRD’s principal allegation from the recount, how-
ever, deals with excess votes and missing ballots. They 
claim that in 29% of the recounted casillas there were 
more votes than voters, and in 41% there were fewer bal-
lots than voters. They argue that the entire results from 
these almost 8,000 casillas in the recounted group should 
be nullified. Since these casillas returned a 480,000 vote 
margin for Calderón, nullification would give AMLO the 
victory.  

 
Speaking for the PRD, Claudia Sheinbaum stated that 
the recount “confirms that there was an enormous elec-
toral fraud in Mexico that was carried out through an or-
ganized, systematic, and massive operation to falsify 
casilla tally sheets, stuff ballot boxes, and disappear 
votes” with the “evident complicity of the electoral authori-
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ties” (Zocalo speech 8/14). However, the PRD has not 
produced any concrete evidence of how this fraud was 
supposedly carried out, and none of the citizen poll work-
ers, party observers, or independent electoral observers 
reported any such irregularities on election day or during 
the district count. 
 
How can the two parties’ evaluation of the recount be 
so different?  
 
In many of the districts, it appears that the PRD represen-
tatives sought to make greater adjustments in the vote 
totals than the magistrates who are in charge of the proc-
ess allowed. It is possible that some of the PRD numbers 
are based on what they argued should have been 
changed, as opposed to what the magistrates actually 
changed. In a number of cases, the PRD representative 
signed the recount results ‘under protest.’ However, the 
TRIFE has already ruled that such ‘protests’ have no le-
gal validity, unlike the protests made on election day or 
during the official district count. 
 
Does the partial recount settle all the outstanding 
election issues?  
 
This recount is just a part of the process of resolving the 
PRD challenges to the presidential election. The TRIFE 
must also rule on the 135 challenges brought by the 
PAN. The TRIFE has not yet ruled on any challenges, 
except for 25 PRD challenges which they ruled 
‘unfounded’ on August 5. 
 
What are the next public steps in the process?  
 
The TRIFE magistrates deliberate and vote on their deci-
sions on the challenges in public sessions, and they are 
likely to make these rulings in one or two sessions. By 
law, all the decisions must be rendered by August 31, 
although some observers believe they will act as early as 
August 21.  

 
Approximately one week after they render all their deci-
sions, the TRIFE is expected to declare the validity of the 
election—but no later than September 6. 

 
 
 

 
Does the partial recount increase the likelihood that 
Felipe Calderón will be declared the President-elect? 
 
Even on the PRD’s own numbers, a 14,000 vote swing in 
favor of AMLO in 9.07% of the casillas would not be 
nearly enough to overcome Calderón’s 243,000 vote 
margin, even if extrapolated to the entire universe of 
casillas.   
 
What about the PRD’s demand for a complete nation-
wide recount? 

 
The TRIFE’s August 5 ruling effectively eliminated the 
possibility of a nationwide vote-by-vote recount. AMLO’s 
recent speeches, in which he denounces the TRIFE rul-
ings as “legalistic” and “narrow” implicitly acknowledge 
this. The Tribunal ruled decisively that the casilla results 
counted on July 2 and then reviewed at the district level 
on July 5-6 have full legal validity unless they were spe-
cifically challenged—i.e., an allegation of a defect in the 
results of one casilla’s count is not grounds for challeng-
ing the results of other casillas. They also ruled that the 
PRD had failed to show any causal connection between 
the generic arguments put forward for a recount (e.g., the 
alleged illegal involvement of President Fox on behalf of 
Calderón) and the count itself.  

 
Is the PRD seeking to nullify the entire election? 
 
While the PRD and AMLO have stated in public that they 
only seek a complete recount, not nullification, their legal 
filings point toward a request for nullification.  

 
The August 5 TRIFE ruling, while preliminary, seemed to 
undercut the PRD’s legal arguments for nullification of the 
entire election.  
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August 21—27, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 

08/31/06: TRIFE resolution 
of all legal challenges 
 

09/01/06: new Congress 
begins; President’s Annual 
Report 
 

09/06/06: TRIFE certifica-
tion of election results and 
declaration of President-
elect 
 

10/15/06: Tabasco guber-
natorial election 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of  
President 

• Electoral Tribunal starts 
final hearings on elec-
tion challenges 

 

• AMLO denounces 
‘coup d’état’ and threat-
ens to have himself 
named President 

 

• Calderón commits to 
fighting poverty 

 

• Calderón and likely win-
ner of Chiapas guber-
natorial race pledge to 
work together 

 

• Convergencia breaks 
with AMLO on TRIFE 
ruling 

The Electoral Tribunal, or TRIFE, began its public deliberations on the 375 legal chal-
lenges to the official presidential vote count on Monday morning. These include 240 filed 
by the PRD, 133 filed by the PAN, and 2 filed by private individuals. They will also rule on 
the PRD’s master legal challenge, which seeks to annul the entire election or order a full 
recount. El Universal reports that the draft ruling strongly rejects the recount request. (El 
Universal 8/28) 
 

López Obrador said that if the TRIFE ratified Calderón’s victory, it would be “a rupture in 
the constitutional order and a coup d’état.” In an interview in Le Monde, AMLO declared, 
“We won.… If the Electoral Tribunal validates the fraud, we will not recognize an illegiti-
mate president.” He said that the ‘National Democratic Convention’ he called to meet on 
September 16 would be a constituent assembly acting under Article 39 of the Constitution 
with the power to name a President: “Mexico could wake up on September 17 with two 
Presidents.” (Speech 8/27, Le Monde 8/23) 
 

Felipe Calderón committed to increase social spending and to govern for all Mexicans. 
“We will make an investment without precedent in social programs in order to fight pov-
erty.” He also said that his government will focus on “sustained economic growth and jus-
tice so that Mexicans have jobs and live in security. If a Mexican voted for our cause be-
cause of the employment banner, I will keep my pledge to him. But if someone voted for 
another candidate or party thinking that they would help the poor, I want you to know that I 
will be the President who will work tirelessly for Mexico’s poor.” He asked businessmen to 
support his cause by investing and creating jobs. (Guanajuato speech 8/23) 
 

Calderón said that he is willing to work with whomever emerges as the winner in the Au-
gust 20 Chiapas gubernatorial election. Juan Sabines, the candidate for the Coalition for 
the Good of All and the winner based on the official vote count, declared that he will not 
participate in civil resistance actions. “Chiapas can’t afford mobilizations; Chiapas de-
serves a climate of unity.” The former mayor of Tuxtla Gutiérrez also said that he is willing 
to build a good relationship with Calderón, “I am sending a message of unity, peace, and 
reconciliation to priístas, panistas, and Panal.” (Calderón press release 8/21, El Universal 
8/22) 
 

Dante Delgado, the leader of Convergencia and one of the three parties in the AMLO coa-
lition, said that his party would recognize the TRIFE’s final ruling, but he left the door open 
for party militants to continue participating in civil resistance actions. “Political parties are 
public entities; as such, they must comply with the norms and accept the ruling of the 
Electoral Tribunal,” he said. (Excelsior 8/22-23) 
 

The PRD congressmen-elect chose as their leaders Javier Gonzalez Garza in the Cham-
ber of Deputies and Carlos Navarrete in the Senate. The winners are considered moder-
ates and said to be close to Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, the PRD founder. The losing candi-
dates, Miguel Angel Navarro and Ricardo Monreal, are part of López Obrador’s inner cir-
cle. (Reforma 8/22) 
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Opinion Polls 
If the presidential elections were repeated 
today, for whom would you vote?    

Felipe 
Calderón  
54% 

AMLO  
30% 

Roberto Madrazo 12% 

Patricia Mercado 3% Roberto Campa 1% 

A Reforma nationwide poll 
(8/18-20) showed rising 
public support for Cal-
derón and declining sup-
port for AMLO and the 
civil resistance actions.   

The citizens who participated as casilla officials on 
July 2nd 8.2

The IFE as organizer of the presidential election 7.2

The Electoral Tribunal after the election 7.1

Felipe Calderón's conduct after the election 7.1

President Fox's conduct after the election 6.6

López Obrador's conduct after the election 4.1

In a scale of 0 to 10, how would you rate…?
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Fact Sheet:  
Academic Analysis of Fraud Claims 

Political scientists Luis Estrada (ITAM—Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México) and Alejandro Poiré 
(Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University) recently circulated a paper analyzing the statistical 
evidence for AMLO’s allegations of fraud. The paper, “The Evidence of Fraud” (August 7, 2006) is avail-
able in Spanish at the KSG website. 
 
The authors evaluate the seven major themes that AMLO and his supporters advanced to support their 
allegations of fraud in the July 2 presidential election: 
 
1. “Cyber” fraud, as supposedly evidenced by “atypical” behavior of both the preliminary vote count 

(the PREP) and the definitive district count.  
2. Votes for AMLO were counted as null votes. 
3. Inconsistencies in many tally sheets, as shown in the recount of 2,864 voting places (casillas) during 

the district vote count on July 5-6. 
4. “Old fashioned” fraud as evidenced by arithmetic errors in more than 72,000 casilla tally sheets (on 

the PRD’s count). 
5. Improper behavior of casilla and party representatives, particularly in casillas where there were no 

representatives of AMLO’s coalition (the PRD-PT-Convergencia). 
6. The diversion of Nueva Alianza votes to support Calderón, as evidenced by a higher vote for Alianza 

congressional candidates than for their presidential candidate. 
7. Substitution of casilla representatives to make possible manipulation of the vote count. 
 
Estrada and Poiré use electoral and demographic data from the 2003 Chamber of Deputies election and 
the 2006 race to identify the variables that account for the change in the PAN-PRD differential from 2003 
to 2006 using data from 63,463 electoral “sections.”1 The average vote per section in 2003 and 2006 
was:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The authors estimate a model that accounts for the change in voter preferences, estimating the coeffi-
cients and statistical significance for 17 variables, including political, social, and demographic variables, 
as well as those that would support the allegation of each of the alleged fraud behaviors.  
 
 
1  A section comprises 1-40 casillas and is geographically consistent over time.  
2  Excluding the last allegation, on the substitution of casilla officials, which will require analysis of additional data. 
 
 
 
 

  2003 2006 

PAN 130.01 228.44 

PRD/PT/Convergencia 94.1 225.09 

Difference 35.9 3.35 
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Fact Sheet:  
Academic Analysis of Fraud Claims 

Their analysis clearly shows that there is no evidence consistent with the fraud hypotheses pre-
sented by AMLO2: 
 
 

    * p<0.1, ** p<0.05, *** p<.001 

Variable 

Average effect 
in the vote 

differential for 
FC over AMLO 
(per section) 

Statistical 
significance Explanation/interpretation 

Voter participation 
rate in 2006 + 0.66 votes *** 

For each extra point in voter participation, the 
margin in favor of FC increased by 0.66% 
votes. 

Null votes 2006 Not statistically 
significant 0 

There is no identifiable effect for either candi-
date as a result of the number of null votes per 
section in 2006. 

Null votes 2003 - 0.5 votes * There is a modest historical tendency in favor 
of AMLO—not FC. 

Nueva Alianza 
votes for Deputies 
in 2006 

- 0.28 votes * 

The voters who favored PANAL in the Depu-
ties vote did not favor FC over AMLO; if there 
was any effect, it was slightly favorable to 
AMLO. 

Differential pres-
ence of party rep-
resentatives 

+ 1.69 votes *** 

Parties tend to have representatives in those 
places where they traditionally have a higher 
vote. The identified effect is small and oper-
ates both ways. The PAN had representatives 
in 79.9% of casillas, the PRD 79.4%. 

Sections where at 
least one casilla 
was not included 
in PREP because 
of inconsistencies 

-7.62 votes *** The model reproduces the favorable advan-
tage for AMLO captured in the district count. 

Sections where at 
least one casilla 
was opened dur-
ing district count 

Not statistically 
significant 0 

In the sections where at least one casilla was 
recounted, there was no identifiable effect. 
Thus, there is no reason to expect a full re-
count to favor AMLO. 

Sections where at 
least one casilla 
had arithmetic 
errors (per PRD) 

-5.03 votes * Contrary to the allegation, the presence of 
arithmetic errors favored AMLO. 
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The change in the vote differential from 2003 to 2006 is principally explained by political and demo-
graphic factors. In sections in a state governed by the PAN, the benefit to Calderón was 35.1 votes per 
section, while PRD governorships contributed 114.1 votes to AMLO. For each PAN vote for Deputies in 
2003, there was a gain of 1.25 votes for Calderón. For each AMLO coalition Deputies vote in 2003, 
there was a gain for AMLO of 1.03 votes. The regional effect was also strong. In the 17 northern states, 
Calderón’s margin increased by 67.5 votes over 2003, while in the Federal District (Mexico City) AMLO 
recorded a 95.4 vote increase. The demographic factors appear to cut both ways. Each percentage 
point of the population earning less than 2 times the minimum wage was worth 1.7 votes for AMLO, 
while each point of the adult population with less than a primary school education was worth 2.65 votes 
for Calderón. Overall, the model explains 71% of the variation in the vote differential between 2003 and 
2006. 
 
Estrada and Poiré conclude:  
 

Our analysis of the official data does not show any evidence of manipulation or fraud. …
Moreover, some of the effects shown benefit AMLO in greater measure than Calderón.  
 
The 2006 Presidential election, as has been testified by thousands of citizens, observers 
and authorities, was a normal, clean, and ordered election. Its results were based, as is 
expected in a democratic environment, on the effects of the campaigns and party pat-
terns, and there could have been errors or inaccuracies without systematic effects. It is 
evident that AMLO accomplished notable electoral gains for his party, but not enough to 
defeat Calderón. The defeat through the simple decision of the citizenry is inexplicable to 
AMLO, his allies, and other voices that support him. Thus, the cry of fraud. But the ab-
sence of evidence cannot be avoided. The seriousness of the accusations and the ac-
tions undertaken imposes on the challengers the obligation to explain their acts based 
on something other than their apparent incapacity to accept the first lesson on democ-
racy: it is possible to lose.  

 
Analysis of Arithmetic Errors 
 
Javier Aparicio, a researcher in the Division of Political Studies of CIDE—Centro de Investigación y Do-
cencia Económicas, has circulated an analysis of the arithmetic errors in the casilla tally sheets, “Why 
are there so many errors and inconsistencies in the electoral tally sheets?” (August 13, 2006) which is 
available in Spanish on the CIDE website. The analysis measures the magnitude, nature, and distribu-
tion of these errors.  
 
Aparicio’s preliminary conclusions include:  
 
 Arithmetic errors multiply rapidly: only one incorrect entry will mean that the results “don’t 

square.”  
 

The “terms of reference”—total ballots received in the casilla, unused ballots, ballots deposited in 
the ballot boxes, the number of citizens who vote—may be subject to higher rate of error than the 
vote counts. He notes that the tally sheets do not provide for any arithmetic checks, which increases 
the likelihood of error. In addition, while the counting of the votes requires the participation of all the 
casilla officials, the counting of the terms of reference are carried out by different casilla officials act-
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 Arithmetic errors are numerous, but relatively small. 
 

For example, the vote total (VT) = ballots deposited (BD) in 75,527 tally sheets, while VT > BD: 
20,518 (the so-called “excess votes”) and VT < BD: 13,605 (the “missing votes”). And no figure was 
entered for BD in 8,032 tally sheets. 
 
However, the average error (for all types of counting errors) was only 1.3% of the average votes per 
casilla, or 4.4 out of 328 average votes.   
 

*PBT – Coalición Por el Bien de Todos 
 
 
The average arithmetic error is higher in casillas won by AMLO, as compared to casillas won by Cal-
derón. For five out of the 8 errors, the magnitude is greater in perredista than in panista casillas. The 
urban/rural difference in average errors is wider than the perredista/panista difference. 
 
  
 

Magnitude of arithmetic errors 
  Average error 

Type of error Total tal-
lies PREP 

Casilla affiliation Casilla type 
PAN vote 
> PBT* 

vote 
PBT vote > 
PAN vote Rural Urban 

Total vote - deposited ballots 2.04 2.26 1.80 2.74 1.78 
Deposited ballots - citizens who 
voted -5.57 -5.39 -5.77 -7.81 -4.75 

Total vote - citizens that voted -4.33 -3.92 -4.78 -6.03 -3.69 
Received ballots - unused ballots 
- deposited ballots -0.66 -0.15 -1.22 0.65 -1.13 
Received ballots - unused ballots 
- total vote -3.46 -3.18 -3.78 -2.98 -3.65 
Received ballots - unused ballots 
- citizens who voted -7.79 -7.05 -8.62 -8.97 -7.35 
Received ballots - (nominal list + 
10) 5.29 5.87 4.65 2.60 6.31 
Unused ballots + deposited bal-
lots - (nominal list + 10) 5.75 5.78 5.71 1.87 7.17 
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 Arithmetic errors are distributed more or less uniformly between casillas with more PAN 
votes and those with more PRD votes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      *PBT – Coalición Por el Bien de Todos 
 

The number of citizens who voted according to the voting list should be equal to the total ballots cast; 
58,000 tallies had this type of error (positive or negative). Although the PAN won more casillas, the inci-
dence of this error is very similar in panista and non-panista casillas. 
 
As Aparicio concludes, “If the arithmetic and counting errors are indicators of irregularities in fa-
vor of Felipe Calderón, they ought to occur with greater frequency and greater magnitude in 
PANista casillas as compared to those won by the PRD—but with the available data this does not 
appear to be the case.” As it is, the average counting error is higher in five of the eight categories ana-
lyzed in casillas won by the PRD. The arithmetic and counting errors affect the candidate with the most 
votes in any casilla. 
 
 
 
 

Casilla tally sheets with and without errors for number of voters 

  
PAN vote < PBT* 

vote 
PAN vote > PBT 

vote Casilla Total 
Total vote = count of citizens 

who voted 
27,408 31,712 59,120 
23.37% 27.04% 50.41% 

        
Total vote ≠ count of citizens 

who voted 
28,239 29,928 58,167 
24.08% 25.52% 49.59% 

Casilla Total 55,647 61,640 117,287 
% 47.45% 52.55% 100% 

Page 5 of 5 



August 28—September 5, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 

 

09/15/06: “El Grito” cry of 
independence ceremony  
 
09/16/06 : Independence 
Day 
  
10/15/06: Tabasco guber-
natorial election 
 
12/01/06: inauguration of  
President Calderón 

In unanimous rulings, the Electoral Tribunal declared the election valid, announced the 
final revised vote count, and named Felipe Calderón president-elect of Mexico on Sep-
tember 5. The TRIFE’s 300-page opinion rejected all the PRD’s legal arguments to annul 
the presidential election, and found that the vote met the constitutional requirements of 
“equity, legality, and certainty.” Calderón’s final margin of victory over López Obrador was 
233,831, or 0.56%, after including the effect of the TRIFE-ordered recount of 11,000 casil-
las and the annulment of 705 casillas. The TRIFE's ruling stated: “The irregularities, in the 
large majority of cases, were not demonstrated, given a lack of probatory elements....In 
conjunction, they did not generate the conviction of a significant effect on the fundamental 
principles of democracy, especially the freedom to vote... Preventive or corrective meas-
ures were taken to prevent [any irregularities] from having a determinative effect.” How-
ever, the Tribunal reprimanded President Fox for sanctioning government-paid publicity 
for social programs and the Business Coordinating Council (CCE) for running spots that 
“inclined” toward the PAN. Both the PAN and PRD were criticized for their negative cam-
paign ads, as was IFE President Luis Carlos Ugalde for the manner of announcing the 
results of the official vote count on July 6. (Reforma, Jornada, Universal, Financiero 9/5) 
 
Congressmen from the PRD and Workers’ Party (PT) prevented President Fox from mak-
ing his final state of the union address to Congress by seizing control of the podium. 
President Fox delivered the Informe text to congressional leaders in the lobby—fulfilling 
his constitutional responsibility—and returned directly to his official residence. It was the 
first time in Mexico’s history that a President failed to read his Informe in Congress. The 
third member of AMLO’s coalition, Convergencia, did not join the protest. (Reforma 9/2, El 
Universal 9/2) 
 
López Obrador told his followers to stay in the Zocalo rather than confront the riot police 
outside Congress. He promised to throw aside all the institutions that were old, corrupt, 
and useless: “A revolution of the conscience has started…. The people must govern 
themselves, and we must build the institutions that the people want. They can go to hell 
with their institutions!” He repeated his call for establishing a dual government. “Yes, there 
will be two governments: the government of the political mafia and the white collar crimi-
nals, and the government that will emerge from this popular and citizens’ movement.”  
 
The day before the Informe Felipe Calderón noted, “For decades, even centuries, our 
dear Mexico has lived thinking that the solutions to our problems would be given by a bril-
liant leader. This caudillo never arrived and never will arrive, because the salvation of the 
country lies not with this caudillo but in each individual…. What July 2nd proved is that the 
leadership is with the citizens…and if we can assume this leadership with seriousness, 
the country will move forward.” Calderón also called for national reconciliation. “We must 
open the door to dialogue. … Peace is the only force that will allow us to build a better 
Mexico…. We must have honest and transparent government. Countries, like people, are 
saved through hard work, effort, and sacrifice. This is how Mexico will go for-
ward.” (Speeches in Morelos, 8/31) 
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Final Vote Count 

• Felipe Calderón declared 
President-elect  

 

• TRIFE unanimously re-
jects all the PRD’s chal-
lenges to the election's 
validity 

 

• PRD Congressmen block 
President Fox’s last an-
nual message 

 

• López Obrador: “To hell 
with their institutions” 

 

• Calderón calls for na-
tional reconciliation 

 Felipe Calderón  López Obrador  Margin of victory  % margin 
District Vote Count 15,000,284 14,756,350 243,934 0.58%

Casilla annulments and (83,357) (73,254) (10,100)
recount adjustments

Final Adjusted Total 14,916,927 14,683,096 233,831 0.56%



September 6—10, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 

 
09/15/06: “El Grito” cry of 
independence ceremony  
 
09/16/06 : Independence 
Day 
  
10/15/06: Tabasco guber-
natorial election 
 
11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 
12/01/06: inauguration of  
President Calderón 
 
 

• Transition work begins 
 
• Calderón speaks 

about domestic and 
foreign policy priorities 

 
• López Obrador        

focuses on his 
“National Democratic 
Convention” 

As the President-elect, Felipe Calderón met with President Fox, Central Bank president 
Guillermo Ortiz, the leaders of the other political parties except the PRD and PT, busi-
nessmen, and mayors. On Sunday, Calderón also held his first mass rally since July 2, 
before 30,000 PAN-istas in the Plaza de Toros in Mexico City. (Reforma 9/10) 
 
The Treasury authorized Ps. 150 million to pay for the transition. Up until now, the transi-
tion team, which will number 35-40 persons, has been operating on a shoestring budget. 
In addition, Calderón now has access to the air fleet of the presidential guard, which is 
also providing him security. (Reforma 9/8) 
 
Javier Lozano, one of the transition team leaders, said the team was beginning to meet 
with officials in the ministries to coordinate the handover of power on December 1 and to 
develop the program proposals for tackling Calderón’s three principal objectives: fighting 
poverty, reducing unemployment, and improving public safety. The team is also coordi-
nating with the Ministry of Finance the 2007 budget proposal, which must be submitted to 
Congress by December 15. (Reforma 9/9) 
 
In a press conference with foreign correspondents, Felipe Calderón outlined his domestic 
and foreign policy priorities. He said that he will be a President committed to “equality, 
poverty reduction, equal opportunities, quality education, and universal health coverage.” 
He again stressed his willingness to create a coalition government: “What I am looking is 
for a serious negotiation for the good of Mexico, one that will allow us to create a common 
government program and to share the responsibility to implement it.” 
 
On foreign policy, Calderón said that his goal was “to have a responsible, respectful, and 
active foreign policy that will allow Mexico to participate in building a more constructive, 
global and regional order.” He said that he wanted to reach concrete agreements with the 
U.S. “We will have to work hard in the next two years. Migration is of interest to Mexico, 
not only because of the millions of Mexicans who live in the U.S. but also because of the 
demographic pressures that exist in Mexico…It is a social, economic phenomenon that 
can’t be stopped by decree. We must together find mechanisms to solve this common 
problem. I know that the best solution is the creation of jobs and opportunities in Mex-
ico.” (Press Conference, 9/7) 
 
The PRD’s focus has now turned to the ‘National Democratic Convention’ planned for 
September 16. As of Sunday, Andrés Manuel López Obrador said more than 500,000 
‘delegates’ had been registered. He said that the Convention will decide “if we accept the 
simulated Republic, or declare the abolition of the regime of corruption and privileges. We 
will decide whether…to create our own legitimate government or a National Coordination 
of Peaceful Civic Resistance.” AMLO also said that the Convention would take place after 
the annual military parade the same day. This gesture seems to be an effort to avoid a 
potentially violent confrontation between the military and AMLO’s supporters. (AMLO 
speech 9/10)  
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September 11—17, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 

09/20/06: U.S.– Mexico 
Chamber of Commerce, 
luncheon with President 
Vicente Fox (12:30-
2:30pm, New York) 
 
 

10/15/06: Tabasco guber-
natorial election 
 

11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of  
President Calderón 

To demonstrate that he will be “President for all Mexicans,” President-elect Felipe Cal-
derón did not attend the 67th anniversary celebration of his own party, the PAN. He sent a 
congratulatory note that listed his government’s priorities: “to address poverty, to provide 
equal opportunities, and to reduce the insecurity in which millions of Mexicans live.” Cal-
derón also reminded party members that the PAN should be “an instrument at the service 
of the citizens, not of party or personal interests.” Party leader Manuel Espino talked about 
the need “to close the chapter” of the PAN’s history as an opposition party and “to assume 
fully our role as Government.” (Calderón letter 9/14, Universal 9/15) 
 
President Fox and AMLO supporters backed off from potential confrontations during the 
independence celebrations on September 15-16. Instead of dueling versions of the Cry of 
Independence, the “Grito,” in the Zocalo on Friday night, President Fox delivered his Grito 
in Dolores Hidalgo, Guanajuato, while AMLO traveled to Tabasco. The Grito in the Zocalo 
was given by Mexico City mayor Alejandro Encinas, in the company of Government Minis-
ter Carlos Abascal. “This was the result of a negotiation with the local government in 
which they committed to having a single institutional, and respectful Grito,” noted Abascal. 
AMLO supporters also dismantled the five mile-long tent city that has blocked downtown 
Mexico City for six weeks, which cleared the way for the annual military parade on the 
16th. (Reforma 9/15) 
 
The so-called ‘National Democratic Convention,’ held after the military parade, declared 
López Obrador the “legitimate President of Mexico.” In the Zocalo, AMLO branded Cal-
derón as an “usurper.” The Convention also approved an action plan for the civil resis-
tance movement that includes harassing Calderón wherever he travels. AMLO will ‘take 
office’ on November 20, Revolution Day. Separately, the PRD, the PT, and Convergencia 
parties announced the formation of a “Wide Progressive National Front,” to support 
AMLO’s agenda in the Congress. (Reforma 9/17) 
 
In an open letter, PRD founder Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas accused López Obrador of 
“contradictory political lines” and condemned him for not recognizing the government. He 
criticized AMLO’s “intolerance and demonization of those of us who do not accept uncon-
ditionally his proposals and who question his points of view and decisions, particularly 
after the July 2 elections.” On Sunday, Cárdenas gave a radio interview in which he said 
that naming AMLO ‘president’ was “a grave error that will have a very high cost for the 
PRD and for the democratic movement…. One has to respect the institutions. The road of 
confrontation, of rupture, of not respecting the constitutional order will not give the best 
results for the country.” (Universal 9/14 and 9/18, Milenio 9/14)  
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Opinion Poll 

• Calderón positions  
himself as “President of 
all Mexicans” 

 
• Independence Day  
    confrontations avoided 
 
• AMLO anoints himself 

‘President’  
 
• Cárdenas breaks silence 

to attack AMLO 

A Mitofsky poll (8/19-27) shows a strong 
increase in Felipe Calderón’s net positive 
ratings (favorable minus unfavorable 
evaluations) compared to the last pre-
election survey. The increase was strong-
est among those with only a primary edu-
cation and in the north. This was matched 
by an across the board deterioration in 
AMLO’s position. Only in Mexico City 
does AMLO retain a net positive evalua-
tion. 

Jun-06 Aug-06 change Jun-06 Aug-06 change
Education level

Elementary -3.8 +8.5 +12.3 +2.9 -13.1 -16.0
Middle school +0.9 +8.8 +7.9 +2.5 -6.0 -8.5
High school -1.1 +3.6 +4.7 +4.7 -5.1 -9.8
University or more +8.9 +10.5 +1.6 +5.7 -18.3 -24.0

Region
North +10.2 +33.0 +22.8 -6.6 -30.0 -23.4
Center +2.2 +9.5 +7.3 -2.4 -12.1 -9.7
South -5.1 -4.0 +1.1 +17.4 -8.0 -25.4
Mexico City -16.3 -14.6 +1.7 +20.2 +15.8 -4.4

Felipe Calderón López Obrador
Approval ratings for Calderón and López Obrador (net positives-negatives)



44%

50%

50%

58%

46%

42%

42%

35%

10%

8%

8%

7%

Reduce taxes

Reduce crime
and violence

Reduce poverty

Reduce
unemployment

Believe Don't believe Don't know

18%

16%

13%
12%

10%

Unemployment Corruption Poverty Low salaries Crime

September 18—24, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 

10/04/06: Center for 
Hemispheric Policy, Uni-
versity of Miami, Mexico 
challenges facing the 
Calderón Administration 
(4:45pm—6:45pm, Mi-
ami) 
  

10/15/06: Tabasco gu-
bernatorial election 
 

11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 

12/01/06: inauguration of  
President Calderón 
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Opinion Poll 

• Calderón to unveil a  
  proposed national agenda   
xthis week 
 

• Calls crime a national 
security issue 

 

• Smooth transition  
   promised 
  

• Transition team details 
announced 

 

• Oaxaca protesters march 
toward Mexico City  

 

• López Obrador moves to 
Tabasco 

Unemployment tops the 
public’s list of issues, ac-
cording to an Ipsos-Bimsa 
poll (9/8-13). Those sur-
veyed also showed confi-
dence that Calderón would 
be able to reduce unem-
ployment, while believing 
by a narrower margin that 
he would have success in 
reducing poverty and crime. 

In Nuevo Leon, President-elect Felipe Calderón called on all political actors to create a 
national agenda: "This coming week, I will send a proposal for a national agenda to the 
leaders of all the political parties. I want to lay out what I think the problems facing the 
country are and how I think we ought to solve them. But, above all, I also want to know 
what the other political actors think and what they propose.” He said his agenda would 
center on his five campaign themes: rule of law, job creation, equality of opportunities, 
economic development, and effective democracy. (Reforma 9/24) 
 

Addressing the civic organization Mexico United Against Crime, Calderón spoke about the 
need to launch a war against crime: “This war will cost lives, money, and time. Despite the 
high risks and costs, I will not step back from my commitment to bring peace back to our 
citizens…. Public safety has become a national security issue.” Calderón asked the lead-
ers of other parties—particularly Marcelo Ebrard, the Mayor-elect of Mexico City—to work 
together with him to solve the crime problem while “leaving our political differences aside 
until the next election.” (El Universal, 9/21) 
 

Calderón held his second meeting with President Fox in order to receive formal documen-
tation about the current state of the Administration. “The Mexican people can be assured 
that the government will not stop working, not even for an instant,” the president-elect 
said. Details of the transition team were also announced. Juan Camilo Mouriño is the gen-
eral coordinator for the transition, overseeing three teams. Eduardo Sojo heads the ex-
ecutive branch liaison team; Josefina Vazquez Mota is in charge of political coordination; 
and Ernesto Cordero heads public policy. Seven persons report directly to Calderón: Ce-
sar Nava, private secretary, Gerardo Ruiz, administration, Maximiliano Cortazar, commu-
nications, Alejandra Soto, speechwriter, Arturo Sarukhan, international relations, Heriberto 
Feliz, liaison with NGOs, and Juan Molinar, national development plan. (Reforma, 9/20-
21) 
 

About 4,000 protestors from the People’s Popular Assembly of Oaxaca (APPO) and  
Teachers Union Section 22 began a march from Oaxaca to Mexico City to press their de-
mand for the removal of PRI governor Ulises Ruiz. Since the protests began in May, the 
APPO has effectively shut down the state government and taken over the capital. Nego-
tiations with Government Minister Carlos Abascal broke down last week. Presidential 
spokesman Ruben Aguilar said “the conflict in Oaxaca will be solved before the end of the 
current administration,” leaving a “clear path” for Calderón. (Universal 9/21-22) 
 

López Obrador has moved to his home state of Tabasco to campaign for PRD candidate 
Raúl Ojeda in the October 15 gubernatorial election. Ojeda’s principal opponent is Andrés 
Granier of the PRI, who holds a 12 point lead according to a new Milenio poll; the PAN is 
not a factor. AMLO carried the state with 56% of the vote on July 2, and the PRD also won 
all six direct election seats in the Chamber of Deputies. (Universal, 9/21-22, Milenio 9/21)   

What is the most important problem for the incoming 
president to solve? 

Do you believe that President-elect Felipe Calderón 
will be able to... 



PAN, 15

PRD, 11

PRI, 11

Minor parties, 6

Chamber 
of Deputies

Budget
Economy
Government
Foreign relations
Energy
Labor
Public administration
Defense
Health

Finance
Parliamentary practices
Social development
Communications
Public safety
Justice

Audit
Constitutional issues
Education
Federal District
Tourism
Indigenous affairs

September 24—October 02, 2006 
 

MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
10/04/06: Center for 
Hemispheric Policy, Uni-
versity of Miami, Miami: 
Mexico, Challenges Fac-
ing the Calderón Admini-
stration   
 
10/15/06: Tabasco  
Gubernatorial Election 
 
11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 
12/01/06: Inauguration of  
President Calderón 
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• Felipe Calderón  
  presents proposals for 
xa national agenda 
 

• Calderón criticizes U.S. 
Senate vote on border 
wall 

   

• PAN and PRI reach 
deal on assigning the 
commissions in the 
Chamber of Deputies 

 

• Government moves 
closer to using force in 
Oaxaca 

The PAN assumed chairmanships of 
15 of the 43 ordinary commissions in 
the Chamber of Deputies. They will 
control two of the four economic com-
missions—Budget and Economy—
while the PRI will control Finance, and 
the PRD will oversee Audit.  

Felipe Calderón delivered his proposed national agenda to the leaders of the different po-
litical parties. The document is a first step towards “collaboration, dialogue, and negotia-
tion of the legislative matters that could make up the plural and inclusive national agenda 
that Mexico demands,” said the President-elect. “The transformations that we must launch 
in order to eradicate poverty, to create more and better jobs, and to fight crime demand 
the respect and collaboration of the different powers of the Union,” he added. The broad 
legislative themes outlined follow his campaign proposals, and include reelection of con-
gressmen and local officials, strengthening the state-owned energy companies without 
privatization, and taking the first steps toward a universal health care coverage. (Reforma, 
9/28) 
 

The President-elect criticized the U.S. Senate’s vote to build an additional 700 miles of 
wall along the border. "I understand and respect the right of every country to decide its 
own affairs regarding security and its territory. But we must also understand that the two 
neighboring economies...are clearly and invariably complementary. One cannot under-
stand the future of the region if we do not have integrated markets not only for goods and 
services, but also in the labor area....Migration cannot be stopped by decree or physical 
barriers that will only produce migrants who are disposed to take greater risks, and as a 
consequence produce more unjust deaths on the frontier." Calderón began a five-day, 
nine-country Latin American tour on Monday, starting with Guatemala. (Reforma 10/2) 
 

Negotiations on the chairmanships of the four key economic commissions in the Chamber 
of Deputies concluded just prior to the September 30 legal deadline. The PAN and the 
PRI voted together to give the PAN the Economy and Budget commission chairmanships, 
the PRI the Finance commission, and the PRD the Audit commission. The other 39 com-
missions were decided unanimously. As a result of the negotiations, the PAN gave up 
three of the chairmanships to which they were entitled—giving two to the PRI and one to 
the Social Democrats. The PAN will head 15 commissions, the PRI and the PRD 11 each, 
and the five minor parties six. According to PAN legislators, ceding two commissions to 
the PRI was intended to win their backing for economic reform legislation. (Universal 9/30, 
Reforma 9/30) 
 

The government indicated that the possibility of federal police intervention in the Oaxaca 
conflict has increased. “Although the dialogue is not yet over, it may be necessary to inter-
vene and reestablish the rule of law,” said Attorney General Cabeza de Vaca. Some 3,000 
federal policemen, with logistics support from the military, are preparing to retake the cen-
ter of the city from the militants, and Navy helicopters overflew the city during the week-
end. Government Minister Abascal scheduled a meeting on October 4 to discuss a “Pact 
for governability, peace, and development” that will include discussion of constitutional 
mechanisms for revoking the gubernatorial mandate. In an interview, Calderón com-
mented: “We hope that [Oaxaca] will be resolved through dialogue, but in any case it must 
be resolved. The current administration has shown its desire to hand over the government 
in good shape, and without open issues like Oaxaca.” (El Universal, 9/29-10/01, López 
Doriga Interview 9/25) 

Chairmanships and Key Commission Assignments in the Chamber of Deputies 



Andrés Garnier,
PRI

César Raúl Ojeda,
PRD

Juan Cáceres,
PAN

 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
10/15/06: Tabasco  
Gubernatorial Election 
 
11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 
12/01/06: Inauguration of  
President Calderón 

© Zemi Communications LLC. This newsletter is prepared and distributed by Zemi Communications, and does not reflect the views or editorial input of any Zemi clients.  
 

www.zemi.com ⏐ 212 689 9560 ⏐ new york ⏐ miami ⏐ washington ⏐ mexico city 

• Calderón completes 
Latin America tour 

 
• Senate commissions 

resolved 
 
• Oaxaca stalemate 

continues 
 
• Government reform 

initiative gains  
    support 

A Universal poll (9/29-10/2) on the 
Tabasco gubernatorial election gives 
PRI candidate Andres Garnier a 9% 
advantage over the PRD’s Raul 
Ojeda. Independent voters, who con-
trol the balance of power in the state 
between the PRI and the PRD, favor 
Garnier by a margin of 41% to 27%. 

Felipe Calderón completed his nine nation Latin American tour. During his visit to the 
summit of Central American Presidents, Calderón persuaded them to join Mexico in criti-
cizing the building of the US-Mexico border wall. He pledged to “be a government that 
looks clearly and decisively to the South.” He also said he favored reinforcing the Puebla-
Panama plan for integrated infrastructure development across Central America. (Reforma 
10/3) 
 

Calderón praised Colombia’s success in fighting drug trafficking and organized crime dur-
ing his meeting with President Uribe. “We want to learn from Colombia’s best experiences 
and adopt clear actions in the fight against the lack of security in our country,” President-
elect Calderón said. (El Universal 10/05) 
 

In his meetings with Brazil’s President Lula da Silva and with Petrobras CEO Gabrielli, 
Calderón said that he would like PEMEX to benefit from Petrobras’ experience in deep 
water extraction and that it would be beneficial to reach agreements between the two 
companies. “These agreements could give PEMEX access to technology to exploit the 
great potential of our oilfields,” he said. Gabrielli said that Petrobras is interested in partici-
pating in deep water oil and gas production in Mexico, and proposed a strategic partner-
ship to exploit oil worldwide. (Reuters 10/6, Notimex 10/6) 
 

In Chile, Calderón held meetings with President Bachelet and with the governing Con-
certación coalition. Calderón said he favored creating a multiparty coalition similar to 
Chile’s Concertación. During a meeting with Chilean businessmen he expressed his inter-
est in Chile’s tax system. (Economista, 10/06) 
 

Calderón also found support from the governments of Brazil, Argentina, and Chile for 
Mexico’s full entrance to Mercosur. (Reforma, 10/7) 
 

The Senate increased the number of commissions to 57 from the previous 48 as part of 
the negotiation on the distribution of chairmanships. The PAN will head 24 commissions, 
the PRI and the PRD 15 each, and the PVEM 3. Among the most important commissions  
the PAN will chair Finance, Public Security, Foreign Relations with North America, and 
Administration. The PRI will chair Government, Energy, Constitutional Issues, and Foreign 
Relations. (El Financiero 10/3) 
 

APPO and teacher’s union leaders in Oaxaca refused to meet with Government Minister 
Abascal, and the government continues to threaten the use of force to restore order. An 
estimated 4,000 Oaxaca militants arrived Monday in Mexico City, and  staged a sit-in in 
front of the Senate blocking streets in Mexico City. (Reforma 10/8, Universal 10/10) 
 

All five parties in the Senate agreed to create a new Reform of the State commission, to 
be headed by the PRD. President Fox will send to Congress a reform package, prepared 
in conjunction with Calderón’s transition team, to streamline the government’s structure. 
“We are expecting a reform that modifies the structure of the public administration… to be 
approved before December 1. …The intention is to modify the number of ministries,” said 
PAN deputy Rogelio Carvajal. (El Financiero, 10/5, Reforma, 10/5) 

Opinion Polls 

October 3—10, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

51% 

If the gubernatorial election were held today,  
who would you vote for? 

42% 

5% 



3.5%

42.9%

52.9%

3.5%

56.3%

37.8%

 PRI  PRD  PAN

Gubernatorial Presidential

 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 
 
11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 
12/01/06: Inauguration of  
President Calderón 
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• Augustin Carstens 
joins Calderón’s  

   team  
 
• The PRD loses in  
    Tabasco 
 
• Calderón launches 

‘Project Mexico 2030’ 
   
• Calderón supports 

increased education 
spending tied to  

   Oaxaca solution  

Voters in Tabasco elected a new gov-
ernor, state congress, and mayors in 
elections on Sunday. Preliminary offi-
cial results, with 95% of the vote 
counted, give PRI candidate 53-43% 
victory over the PRD contender. The 
PRD’s vote fell 13% from the presi-
dential election. The PRD appears to 
have won 11 of the 21 direct election 
seats in the state congress, while the 
PRI won 10 of 17 municipal elections, 
including the capital Villahermosa. 

Agustin Carstens, the Deputy Managing Director of the IMF, announced that he will be-
come economic program coordinator for the Calderón transition team. Carstens has been 
the heavy favorite to become the next Finance Minister. Prior to joining the IMF in 2003, 
he was Deputy Finance Minister and a senior official in Banco de Mexico. He holds a doc-
torate in economics from the University of Chicago. 
 

The political fortunes of Andrés Manuel López Obrador and the PRD suffered a resound-
ing defeat in Tabasco. The PRD’s gubernatorial candidate, Raul Ojeda, lost by a 10-point 
margin to Andres Garnier of the PRI. AMLO has spent the last month campaigning in his 
home state for Ojeda. Garnier asked his opponent “to respect the will of the people as 
expressed in the ballots and to unify Tabasco.” The PRD candidate threatened to appeal 
the election results to the Federal Election Tribunal. (Reforma 10/16, Universal 10/16) 
 

Felipe Calderón launched ‘Project Mexico 2030’ before an audience of political, social, 
and academic leaders in Monterrey. The project’s goal is “to define a vision for the future 
and decide the type of Mexico that we want for 2030.” Carlos Medina, a former PAN sena-
tor, will coordinate and lead this effort. Calderón proposed that the discussions focus on 
five themes: rule of law and public safety, a competitive and job creating economy, equal 
opportunities, sustainable development, and effective democracy and a responsible for-
eign policy.  
 

Calderón said that the work of the 2030 Project would determine his National Develop-
ment Plan. In his speech to the inaugural forum in Monterrey, the President-elect said, 
“My commitment is to give space to all the voices that make up the great Mexican na-
tion….We, the generation of Mexicans today, have the duty to build a common country, a 
common project that lasts for the coming decades, and that points the country towards the 
future.” Three additional forums are planned for different regions of the country. (Speech, 
10/12) 
 

The preliminary agreement reached last week to resolve the Oaxaca crisis appears at 
risk. Government Minister Abascal offered an amnesty for protesters, additional funds for 
education, respect for the autonomy of Oaxaca’s teachers’ union, and a freeing of some 
prisoners, in exchange for the teachers returning to classes and an end to the barricades 
and violence. As of the Monday deadline for accepting the offer, the teachers had not re-
turned to work, and the barricades were still in place. Felipe Calderón backed the govern-
ment’s proposal to give a Ps. 41 billion increase in educational funding nationwide over 
the next 6-7 years, and to ‘rezone’ teacher salary differentials—which were two of the 
Oaxaca teachers’ principal economic demands. The Senate is scheduled to vote later this 
week on a determination of whether ‘governmental powers’ have disappeared in the state, 
which would open the door for the federal government to remove Governor Ulises Ruiz.  
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A Parametria poll published last week showed 
that Calderón’s net positive evaluation (favorable 
minus unfavorable evaluation) increased to +24% 
in September compared to +10% in July. His all 
time high rating was +27% in November 2005, 
just after his nomination, and his all time low was 
+8%, in June 2006. AMLO’s net positive rating fell 
to an all time low of +6% in September, from +9% 
in July and an all time high of +52% in November 
2003.  

The transition office confirmed that President-elect Felipe Calderón will meet with Presi-
dent Bush in Washington on November 9. Arturo Sarukhan, the international affairs coor-
dinator, said that immigration will be the main topic. “Calderón will highlight his conviction 
that building walls will not solve the problem of migration, and he will express his concerns 
that these types of measures have a severe impact on the well-being of the migrants who 
risk their lives crossing the border.” Calderón will also travel to Ottawa on October 26-27 
to meet with Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper. (Reforma, 10/20) 
 

Separately, Sarukhan noted that Mexico’s foreign policy needed a “change of course.” He 
said that the country has lost its leadership in Latin America and allowed the U.S. debate 
on migration to be taken over by anti-immigration voices. He also cautioned: “We can in-
sist on an integral migration reform in the U.S. and on a rational and intelligent manage-
ment of the frontiers … but the reality is that if we do not understand that the central para-
digm of the U.S. relative to Mexico and Canada is security, we will not advance on any 
front.” (Universal, 10/21) 
 

Newly-appointed economic coordinator Agustin Carstens said that Mexico must increase 
public spending in an orderly fashion while simplifying the tax regime in order to acceler-
ate economic growth. “An orderly increase in spending should be directed towards tour-
ism, construction, and infrastructure projects as well as to education….I recognize that we 
must increase public spending as a share of the GDP, but we must do it in an orderly 
fashion, with a solid financing basis.…We must not only spend more, but spend bet-
ter.” (El Universal, 10/20) 
 

In a speech to the Mexican Construction Industry Chamber, Calderón spoke about the 
elements needed to transform Mexico into a ‘winning country.’ “Mexico needs many 
things,” he said. “We need legal certainty, public security, and access to high quality in-
puts at competitive prices. And, in order to raise the competitiveness of our economy, we 
need to close the infrastructure deficit.” He said that Mexico needed to invest almost $4 
billion per year over the next few years in highways, telecommunications, urban transport, 
basic services, energy, and waste treatment plants in order to close Mexico’s infrastruc-
ture deficit. “Let’s give Mexico infrastructure to compete, to win in the international mar-
kets, and to improve living standards.” (Speech, 10/18) 
 

The Senate voted 74 to 31 to reject a motion declaring that governmental powers had dis-
appeared in Oaxaca. Approval would have led to the removal of Governor Ulises Ruiz and 
forced the federal government to name an interim governor and call early state elections. 
The PAN, PRI, and PVEM voted against, while the PRD, PT, and Covergencia voted in 
favor. The Senate did declare, however, that Oaxaca is “ungovernable and unstable.” An 
internal referendum carried out by Section 22 of the teachers union in Oaxaca on whether 
to return to classes was declared void, and a new vote will be held this week. (Reforma, 
10/20-23) 
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President-elect Felipe Calderón condemned the U.S. border wall during his trip to Ottawa 
to meet with Prime Minister Stephen Harper. The wall “will undoubtedly complicate the 
most important bilateral relationship of Mexico, which is with the United States. It is a com-
pletely unnecessary and inopportune complication which will hurt the relationship between 
people and governments.” Calderón and Harper agreed to work together to increase the 
number of visas for Mexicans to work temporarily in Canada, and to expand the program 
outside the agricultural sector. (Universal 10/26, Reforma 10/28) 
 

President Fox ordered some 3,000 federal police and army troops into Oaxaca after three 
more people—including a U.S. journalist—were killed in political violence on Friday. 
Spearheaded by water cannons and bulldozers, the riot police dismantled the barricades 
and had retaken the center of the city by Sunday night. News reports indicate scattered 
violence, with most of the protestors avoiding direct confrontation. During the week, teach-
ers from Section 22 voted by a margin of 60% to 40% to resume classes on Monday. 
Santiago Creel, the PAN leader in the Senate, said that Governor Ulises Ruiz had “to 
leave or risk a forced exit.” Calderón said, “I am sure that President Fox is putting all his 
efforts and attention into this problem, even if it is not his problem. It is clearly a problem 
of the Oaxaca government, which has to solve it in the framework of its autonomy and 
sovereignty.” (Reforma 10/25-30, Universal 10/29-30) 
 

Before going to Canada, Calderón met with President Fox and his security cabinet. In 
comments afterwards the President-elect said, “The first responsibility of the State is, pre-
cisely, to guarantee security—even above social and economic activities.” Calling drug 
trafficking and organized crime “probably the greatest threats to the Mexican State today,” 
Calderón said that he will fight to restore public safety with “all the force of the 
State.” (Reforma, 10/26) 
 

Calderón offered to help the electronic media in their migration to digital technologies in 
an address to the National Radio and Television Chamber, but highlighted the need to 
promote greater competition. “The industry must face three ‘Cs’: coverage, convergence, 
and competition,” he said. (Reforma, 10/26) 
 

The PRD governors of Zacatecas, Guerrero, and Michoacan officially met with the Presi-
dent-elect for the first time at the Mexico 2030 forum in Guadalajara. Zacatecas Governor 
Amalia García said she attended the meeting because “our objective is to work for our 
country.” Calderón responded, “I know we think differently, but each…point of view con-
tributes to the building of a collective view.… The combined work of the different levels of 
government is also critical. You will have my support to ensure regional success.” (El Uni-
versal, 10/25) 
 

Jorge Alcocer was named as Calderón’s new legislative liaison. Josefina Vazquez Mota, 
who formerly had this role continues to be the transition team’s political coordinator. Alco-
cer is known for his ties with the 2000 PRI presidential candidate, Francisco Labastida. He 
was undersecretary of Government from 1998 to 2000, and most recently director of the 
political magazine Voz y Voto. (Transition website 10/19, Excelsior, 10/20) 
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President-elect Felipe Calderón met with President Bush and agreed to create a new bi-
lateral relationship in which migration would not be the only agenda item. “Migration is a 
very important issue in the bilateral relation, but it is not the only one,” said Calderón. “I 
shared with President Bush my concern over the decision to build a wall on the border 
between the U.S. and Mexico. I expressed my views that that [the wall] could not be a 
solution to the migration problem, and I repeated my opinion that a kilometer of highway in 
Michoacan or Zacatecas can do more than 10 kilometers of wall in Texas or Arizona to 
reduce the migration problem. I told him that I am convinced that we must face the prob-
lem together, with an integrated approach, and he agreed that we must find coordinated 
and proactive solutions. I repeated … that I did not come to the United States looking for 
the Americans to solve Mexico’s problems. We have to solve them on our own.” 
 

Calderón also said he and President Bush agreed to form a working group to examine the 
impact of the scheduled elimination of tariffs on imports of corn and beans into Mexico. 
“We have to work to achieve a soft landing for the end of the transition period of 
[NAFTA].” (Lupa Ciudadana 11/9) 
 

In a meeting with the Washington Post, Calderón said the U.S. midterm elections opened 
up “some room for improvement in terms of bilateral relations….I know President Bush is 
facing a difficult moment,” he said. “But I think there is an opportunity. After the elections, I 
hope Americans and Congress will have a chance for rational debate.” The President-
elect also acknowledged that there had been “a deterioration in the environment in Mex-
ico…. Probably, the main challenge I will have to face is how to strengthen institutions and 
the rule of law and to stop the loss of respect in authority.” (Washington Post 11/9) 
 

In addition to meetings at the White House and with members of the Cabinet and Con-
gress, Calderón met California Governor Arnold Schwarzenneger, Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa, and representatives of the private sector. 
 

Confrontations between the heads of the multilateral institutions, the Oaxaca militants and 
the Federal Police resulted in sporadic violence throughout the week, with no end in sight. 
Governor Ruiz offered his own plan for reconciliation, and reshuffled his cabinet on Sun-
day. (Universal 11/11) 
 

The PRD and the PRI in the Chamber of Deputies voted together to deny President Fox 
permission to travel to Australia and Vietnam for the APEC meeting. “The President must 
be here in Mexico, solving the Mexican problems,” said Emilio Gamboa, the PRI leader in 
Chamber. The Senate (including the PRI) originally voted to allow the trip, but reversed 
their position after the lower house vote. (El Universal 11/9, Milenio 11/10) 
 

The Attorney General’s Office (PGR) announced that the main suspects in the three Mex-
ico City bombings last Monday were the guerrilla groups known as the EPR and the ERPI, 
based on similarities to past bombings linked to these two groups. The EPR and ERPI 
denied responsibility. (Reforma 11/10) 
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The PRD leadership split on what actions to take during Felipe Calderón’s inauguration. 
The moderates proposed symbolic protest actions. PRD Senate leader Carlos Navarrete 
said, “We must close the current cycle, say farewell to Fox as he goes to his ranch, and 
create the conditions for a new political relationship with the new government.” He also 
said that no matter what happens on December 1, Felipe Calderón will be the next Presi-
dent of Mexico as determined by the electoral tribunal. The more radical group vowed to 
prevent Calderón from taking the oath of office. “Our decision to block Calderón from tak-
ing his oath is irrevocable. We are not only determined to act inside Congress, but also in 
the streets,” said PRD spokesperson Gerardo Fernandez. (Reforma 11/16) 
The PAN leader in the Chamber of Deputies, Jorge Zermeño, invited the Presidential 
Guard to assume control of security at the Congress. Two weeks in advance of the inau-
guration, barriers have been erected in the streets surrounding the Congress, and many 
of the entrances blocked. The PAN said that no members of the armed forces would be 
inside the Chamber. (Universal 11/15, Reforma 11/17) 
During a week when six policemen in Michoacan were ambushed and shot more than 600 
times, Calderón called on all citizens to make Mexico a country of laws. “We must assure 
that the fulfillment of the law becomes the keystone for a better society. For this, dialogue 
between parties is crucial….In my Administration we will act with all the force of the State 
to give back to Mexicans the security they demand.” Addressing the National Organization 
of Judicial Officials, Calderón backed judicial reform proposals. According to the Attorney 
General, almost 2,000 people have been murdered by traffickers and organized criminals 
this year. (Universal 11/15-6, Reforma 11/16) 
More than 26,000 teachers in Oaxaca returned to classes after an absence of six months;  
90 percent of schools in the state have now re-opened. Spain’s third largest political party, 
the Izquierda Unida—the former communist party—announced that it will provide financial 
support for the APPO so that they can continue their protest movement. (Reforma 11/17) 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador will anoint himself “legitimate President” of Mexico today, 
November 20. Commentator Sergio Sarmiento writes: “Nothing is sadder than to compare 
the role that AMLO is playing in Mexico today with that of Felipe Gonzalez during the tran-
sition in Spain…. López Obrador would have had the opportunity to promote a program 
similar [to Gonzalez’s] .…As the head of the opposition he could push forward a legislative 
agenda. Calderón would have been disposed to work with him.…Instead, AMLO has de-
cided …to play a destructive role in national life.” (Reforma 11/16) 
Outgoing Finance Minister Francisco Gil called for easing restrictions on foreign invest-
ment in the oil sector in order to develop deep-water oil reserves. “Mexico shares with 
North Korea the most restrictive rules against foreign investment in the oil sector…. Even 
Cuba allows foreign companies to make risk investments in exploration,” he noted. PE-
MEX head Luis Ramirez Corzo said that the parastatal needed to invest  US$13 billion per 
year during the next administration, just to keep production stable. (Reforma 11/11, 11/18) 

November 13—20, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Opinion polls 

• The PRD splits on 
Calderón’s inauguration 

• Presidential Guard 
takes over security at 
Congress 

• Calderón commits to 
judicial reform  

• Back to school in 
Oaxaca 

• The Pretender takes 
office 

• Outgoing officials call 
for opening oil sector 

Will the PRD’s steps to block Calderón’s inaugu-
ration strengthen or weaken the party? 

Weaken 

Strengthen 

Don’t know 



Felipe Calderón announced his economic and social cabinet officers during the week. The 
economic cabinet is made up of experienced technocrats from previous PRI governments 
and the Fox administration and was generally well-received by the markets. The social 
cabinet, announced Friday, consisted entirely of PANista loyalists. Addressing the national 
leadership of the party on Saturday, the President-elect called for their full support: "For 
the good of the country, I need the absolute support of the party; a steadfast support with-
out hesitation from militants and leaders.” The security cabinet is expected to be named 
on Tuesday. (Reforma 11/26-27) 
 

Economic Cabinet 
 

Announcing the economic cabinet, the President-elect said, “The only true road to combat 
poverty and inequality effectively is through the creation of jobs….We can only achieve 
this through responsible and dynamic economic policies that also maintain the equilibrium 
in public finances, promote investment, increase the State’s tax collection ability, and pro-
mote competition and the development of infrastructure.” 
 

Finance—Agustin Carstens, 48, was Deputy Managing Director of the IMF and Under-
secretary of Finance under President Fox…. Served in Hacienda during the Salinas 
administration and Banco de Mexico under Zedillo…. Considered a protégé of outgo-
ing Finance Minister Francisco Gil Diaz…. Economic coordinator of the transition 
team…. PhD in economics, the University of Chicago. 

 

Energy—Georgina Kessel is currently the head of Mexico’s Mint and previously headed 
the Investment Unit of the Ministry of Finance, with oversight over the investment pro-
grams of the state-owned companies…. First Chairperson of the Energy Regulatory 
Commission…. Worked on the restructuring of PEMEX during the Salinas administra-
tion…. Professor of economics at ITAM…. PhD in economics, Columbia University. 

 

Communications and Transportation—Luis Téllez, 48, was Secretary of Energy and 
Chief of Staff under President Zedillo…. As Undersecretary of Agriculture under Presi-
dent Salinas, Téllez was responsible for implementing the abolition of the ejido sys-
tem of communal agriculture…. Currently the Mexico co-head of the private equity 
investment company The Carlyle Group…. One of the most prominent PRIistas to 
back Calderón during the campaign…. PhD in economics, MIT. 

 

Economy—Eduardo Sojo, 50, was head of Public Policy and coordinator of the eco-
nomic cabinet for President Fox…. Member of the campaign and transition teams…. 
MA in economics, University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Labor—Javier Lozano, 44, was President of the Federal Telecommunications Commis-
sion (Cofetel) and Undersecretary of Communications and Transport under President 
Fox.... Career finance official specializing in competition and regulation issues…. 
Member of the campaign and transition teams…. Attorney, with a law degree from the 
Escuela Libre de Derecho. 

 

Tourism—Rodolfo Elizondo, 60, served under President Fox as Secretary of Tourism 
and presidential spokesman…. Stalwart of the PAN in Durango …. Twice elected to 
Congress as a Deputy and once as a Senator…. Degree in business administration 
from Monterrey Tech (ITESM). 

 

“The [economic cabinet] names are friendly to the business community and the PRI, 
which should be positive for the market and reform prospects—with policy likely to be 
broadly aligned with World Bank/IMF recommendations.” (UBS Investment Research 
11/21) 
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“No one can escape the fact that the future president of Mexico has created an ‘economic troika’ with Carstens, Kessel, 
and Tellez. The three are of the same generation, personal friends, and graduates of ITAM. If the incoming President is 
creating a compact ‘troika’ it’s because he doesn’t want to have contrary views fracture the new team as it faces its 
challenges. There are only two scenarios. One: Calderón is creating a unified offensive to go against the enemy mo-
nopolies—energy, telecommunications, raw materials, media. Two: the new head of state is forming a compact de-
fense to complete negotiations with the powerful monopolists for an agreed and programmed opening.” (Ramon Alberto 
Garza, Reporte Indigo 11/24/06) 
 

“ ‘This is exactly what Wall Street was asking for,’ said Alberto Bernal-Leon, an emerging-markets economist with Bear, 
Stearns & Co. in New York. Bernal-Leon and other analysts praised Calderon's team as technically skilled and more 
politically savvy than that of Calderon's predecessor Vicente Fox, whose administration failed repeatedly to pass legis-
lation aimed at helping Mexico's economy grow faster.” (LA Times 11/22) 
 

Social Cabinet 
 

In announcing his social cabinet, Calderón noted, “Mexico can only achieve sustainable human development when all 
Mexicans have the same opportunities for personal development. We must push for a social policy that is committed 
and looks to the demands of those in most need.” 
 

Social Development—Beatriz Zavala, 49, is currently a PAN Senator and chairwoman of the Education Commis-
sion…. Member of the party’s central committee…. Long active in social development issues…. Party leader in Yu-
catan…. One of the early Calderón supporters inside the PAN…. MA in sociology, the University of Kentucky. 

 

Environment—Juan Elvira, 48, is head of Industrial Inspection at the Federal Environmental Protection Prosecutor’s 
Office…. Former Mayor of Uruapan in Michoacan…. Masters’ in Agricultural Engineering from the Cranfield Insti-
tute of Technology, UK. 

 

Agriculture—Alberto Cárdenas, 48, was the PAN Governor of Jalisco 1995-2001 and currently a Senator…. Secre-
tary of the Environment under President Fox…. A pre-candidate for the PAN presidential nomination…. Doctorate 
from the Universidad Politécnica in Madrid, Spain. 

 

Education—Josefina Vázquez Mota, 45, was Secretary of Social Development under President Fox and developed 
the Oportunidades program, among others…. One of the key figures in the Calderón campaign and transition 
teams…. Economics degree from the Universidad Iberoamericana. 

 

Health—José Ángel Córdoba, 53, is a practicing surgeon …. Professor emeritus on the medical faculty of the Univer-
sity of Guanajuato…. Long active in the PAN in Guanajuato…. As Chairman of the Health Commission in the last 
Congress, he opposed the initiative of President Fox’s health minister to authorize the morning after pill. 

 

Agrarian Reform—Abelardo Escobar became Secretary of Agrarian Reform in April.… PAN Deputy in the 58th legis-
lature from Chihuahua…. Agricultural specialist in government and academia. 

 

An editorial in El Universal (11/25) noted: “The common denominator [of the social cabinet officers] is their militancy in 
the PAN. [Calderón] has said that he seeks to solve the problems of the country, above all poverty, by ‘passing on the 
left.’ In light of the profile of the social cabinet it’s not clear how and if he will be able to advance in this direction.”  
 

Miguel Alemán, a long-time PRI leader and politician, observed that the economic and social cabinet selections “don’t 
comply, in principle, with one of the principal promises of the Calderón campaign: that of a shared government, made 
up of different political forces. Whether because the would-be allies declined to participate in a would-be coalition gov-
ernment made up of diverse political forces, or because at the end of the day the idea was not doable for a party in 
power, what is certain is that the President-elect will begin his administration without satisfying one of the fundamental 
promises of the campaign.” (Universal 11/26) 

November 21—27, 2006 

© Zemi Communications LLC. This newsletter is prepared and distributed by Zemi Communications, and does not reflect the views or editorial input of any Zemi clients.  
 

www.zemi.com ⏐ 212 689 9560 ⏐ new york ⏐ miami ⏐ washington ⏐ mexico city 



5%

5%

7%

7%

16%

20%

35%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Drug trafficking

Education

Political conflict

Corruption

Insecurity

Poverty

Unemployment
A new Parametria poll shows that 
economic issues top the list of pri-
orities of the Mexican people. De-
spite the polarized political climate, 
only 7% rank political conflict as the 
most important issue to be resolved. 
(www.parametria.com.mx) 

 

 

Main Topics 

Key Dates 

11/09/06: Calderón  
in Washington, D.C. 
 
11/20/06: Revolution Day 
 
12/01/06: Inauguration of  
President Calderón 
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Three bombs exploded in Mexico City during the early hours of Monday, causing substan-
tial damage to the Federal Electoral Tribunal, the PRI headquarters, and a Scotiabank 
branch. The blasts were preceded by a warning call to the police, and no one was injured. 
A fourth bomb at another bank branch was disarmed. (Universal 11/6, Reforma 11/6) 
 

After clearing most of Oaxaca of protestors, the Federal Police clashed Thursday with 
APPO militants who have taken refuge on the campus of the Autonomous University of 
Oaxaca. The six-hour melee left dozens injured, and ended with the police in retreat and 
the streets filled with thousands of protesters. On Sunday, an estimated 20,000 persons 
marched through the center of the city demanding the resignation of Governor Ulises 
Ruiz. (Reforma 11/3, 11/6) 
 
Senators from all parties, including the PRI, agreed unanimously to ask Governor Ruiz to 
“reconsider leaving his job to contribute to the establishment of governability, rule of law, 
and peace in the state.”… In sharp contrast, Emilio Gamboa, PRI leader in the Chamber 
of Deputies, said that the PRI had agreed to defend Ruiz “until death.” Felipe Calderón 
called on Ruiz to act responsibly. “Caution, intelligence, and restraint are critical to avoid 
further damage or loss of life.” (Reforma 10/30, El Universal 10/31)  
 

President-elect Calderón addressed the annual convention of the Mexican Stock Ex-
change. He committed to maintaining economic stability, but said that the country “also 
needs capital markets that support growth.” He said “Infrastructure must be the basis of 
our growth, and the Bolsa must provide the financing....The challenge of the Bolsa is to 
find good mechanisms to develop our country’s potential.” (Reforma, 10/31) 
 

Agustin Carstens, the Finance Minister-apparent, warned members of Congress of an 
“austere” 2007 budget. He spoke of a probable decrease in revenues because of lower oil 
prices, and said fighting poverty will be one of the priorities. Carstens said that any discus-
sion of a fiscal reform would have to wait until January, after approval of the budget. Car-
stens also announced, as likely officials in the Finance Ministry: Alejandro Werner, Jose 
Antonio Meade, and Ernesto Cordero. (El Universal, 10/31) 
 

The Senate elected by consensus five magistrates to the Electoral Tribunal to fill vacan-
cies created by the expiration of the terms of sitting magistrates. According to the press, 
two of the nominees were selected by the PAN, two by the PRI, and one by the PRD. 
None of the candidates proposed for the sixth open seat reached the required two-thirds 
majority, and the Supreme Court will provide another slate of three jurists. (Reforma 11/1)  
 

Andrés Manuel López Obrador named his “denunciation cabinet” of five “board members” 
and 12 “secretaries.” The former include Elena Poniatowska, Rogelio Ramírez de la O, 
Federico Arreola, Ignacio Marván and José María Pérez Gay; while the secretaries are 
mainly former aides from AMLO’s time as mayor of Mexico City.  

October 31—November 6, 2006 
MEXICO, FROM THE VOTE TO THE INAUGURATION 

Opinion polls 

• Three bomb blasts 
shake Mexico City 

 
 

• Rebels and police clash 
in Oaxaca  

 

• The PRI splits on 
support for the Oaxaca 
governor 

 

• Calderón wants new 
mechanisms to finance 
infrastructure  

 

• 2007 budget to be 
austere 

 

• New TRIFE magistrates 
named  

 

• AMLO names his 
“cabinet” 

What is the most important problem for the  
next government to solve? 



In the hours before taking the oath of office in a midnight ceremony at Los Pinos, Felipe 
Calderón completed the announcement of his cabinet by naming his security cabinet; on 
Tuesday he named his political and foreign affairs officers. 
 
In making yesterday’s appointments, Calderón said, “The state must comply fully with its 
principal obligation: to protect the physical safety and patrimony of the citizens, to ensure 
social peace, and to respect and make respected the law and the institutions…. Mexicans 
cannot and should not allow de facto powers to act illegally every day against society and 
discredit the authority of the state…. The problems of drug trafficking and organized crime 
must be confronted with vigorous actions, by appropriate legislation, and better coordina-
tion between the agencies responsible for public safety and national security…. This will 
be a battle that will take years, will cost us great effort, financial resources, and—as I have 
said—probably the loss of life. But it is a battle that we are committed to wage and that we 
Mexicans will win.” 
 
He also restated his domestic political goals: “To reach a level of respect for legality and 
institutional life and to establish the ties and open dialogue with state governments and 
the parties, as well as to achieve an authentic Rule of Law and consolidate an effective 
democracy.” 
 
In foreign affairs, he highlighted as key objectives: “to promote the social and economic 
development of the country, to defend the interests of Mexicans abroad, especially mi-
grants, and to restore Mexico to the position that it merits in the global and regional con-
text.” 
 
The cabinet officers announced this week were: 
 
Government—Francisco Ramírez, 54, is the outgoing Governor of Jalisco…. He was 

the first major PANista to back Calderón’s bid for the party’s nomination…. Criticized 
by the left for the tactics used by state police against anti-globalization demonstrators 
in 2004…. Has built the PAN in Jalisco into a formidable machine…. Former mayor of 
Guadalajara, and twice elected federal Deputy….. He is a lawyer trained at the Uni-
versity of Guadalajara. 

 
Foreign Affairs—Patricia Espinosa, 48, is Mexico’s Ambassador to Austria…. A career 

diplomat with more than 25 years of service…. She has also been Ambassador to 
Germany and a member of Mexico’s UN delegations in New York, Geneva, and Vi-
enna…. She is a foreign relations graduate of El Colegio de Mexico with studies at the 
Graduate Institute for International Studies in Geneva. 

 
National Defense—General Guillermo Galván, 63, has been the Undersecretary of De-

fense since 2004…. Prior to that he was the rector of the Army University and com-
manded the First Corps. 

 
Navy—Admiral Mariano Saynez has held almost every senior command in the Navy 

including both the Atlantic and Pacific forces during his 47 year career. 
 
Chief of Staff—Juan Camilo Mouriño, 35, was the general coordinator of Felipe 

Calderon’s campaign and transition teams….. He served as Undersecretary of Energy 
when Calderón was Minister…. Elected to Congress from Campeche where he also 
headed the state party organization…. Born in Spain, and became a Mexican citizen 
as a teenager…. He is a graduate of the University of Tampa. 
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Political and  
Security Cabinets 
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Government 
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Foreign Affairs 
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National Defense
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 Galván 
 
Navy 
 Admiral Mariano 
 Saynez  
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Attorney General 
 Eduardo Medina Mora 
 
Public Security 
 Genaro García Luna 
 
Public Administration 
 Germán Martínez  
 
Ambassador to the 
United States 
 Arturo Sarukhan  
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Attorney General—Eduardo Medina Mora, 49, is currently the Minister of Public Security…. Served as the head of 
the intelligence service (CISEN) for the first five years of the Fox administration…. A PANista who has spent most 
of his career in the private sector…. An attorney educated at the National University (UNAM). 

 
Public Security—Genaro García Luna, 38, was the head of Mexico’s FBI (AFI) for the past two years…. A career offi-

cial in the law enforcement and intelligence agencies, including the Federal Preventive Police and CISEN…. He is 
an engineering graduate of the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana. 

 
Public Administration—Germán Martínez was the PAN’s representative before the Federal Electoral Institute during 

both the 2006 and 2000 presidential campaigns…. Member of the transition team….Was a member of the PAN 
central committee …. The deputy leader of the PAN delegation in the last Congress…. He is a lawyer from the Uni-
versidad La Salle with doctoral studies in constitutional law at the Universidad Complutense in Madrid. 

 
Ambassador to the United States—Arturo Sarukhan will be designated to be in charge of “the most important and 

most delicate bilateral relationship for Mexico”…. Foreign affairs coordinator during both the campaign and transi-
tion…. A career foreign service officer, he has served as Mexico’s Consul in New York and Chief of Staff in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the Fox administration…. He was also Chief of Staff to Mexico’s Ambassador to 
Washington during the Zedillo administration…. He has a Masters’ from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies. 
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