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Chairman of Cofetel resigns  
In a surprise move, the controversial Chairman of the Federal 
Telecommunications Commission, Héctor Osuna, said he would not seek 
re-election as Chairman and resigned from the Commission.  The five 
Cofetel commissioners are nominated by the President and confirmed by 
the Senate; the commissioners elect one of their own number as 
chairman. The four remaining commissioners are expected to wait until 
President Calderón nominates and the Senate confirms a fifth 
commissioner before electing a new chairman. While Osuna said he was 
resigning for personal reasons, most commentary implied that he quit after 
determining that he would not be re-elected.  The Cofetel is currently 
involved in a number of high profile policy initiatives, including the 
assignment of new nationwide wireless spectrum. 
Osuna was a PAN Senator and one of the promoters of during the Fox 
administration of the Ley Televisa (since declared unconstitutional) that 
locked in the dominant market position of the incumbent TV broadcasters. 
Last year, he was identified by then-SCT Undersecretary Purificación 
Carpinteyro as the source of leaked recordings of then-SCT Secretary 
Luis Téllez’ phone conversations that led to Tellez’ resignation. (Universal 
6/24, Reforma 6/25) 
Gómez Mont takes on press and human rights commission 
Government Secretary Fernando Gómez Mont has taken on both the 
press and the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH) in the ‘fight for 
public security.’ At the Binational Media Forum “The Challenges of 
Insecurity and Violence, Mexico-United States,” he said that there needed 
to be “a system of rules for journalistic activities when they touch on 
themes linked to security and violence that includes rights, obligations, and 
corrective measures.”  
A few days later, speaking at a forum on the prevention of torture, Gómez 
Mont said, in the presence of CNDH Chairman Raúl Plascencia, “This is 
the difficult challenge that gathers us here: to be neither complicit … in the 
coverup of anomalies that might exist within the security agencies nor to 
be the useful fools of criminals that serve to delegitimize … or weaken the 
action of the authorities.” 
The CNDH last week issued a report on the killing of two boys aged nine 
and five, Martín and Bryan Almanza Salazar, in April that concluded that 
the Army had killed the boys at a traffic checkpoint outside Nuevo Laredo, 
lied about the events (claiming they were killed in crossfire with 
gangsters), fabricated evidence, and obstructed the investigation. “The 
version [of events] issued by the Defense Ministry … is incompatible with 
the results of the evidence obtained by the CNDH,” Placencia said after 
the CNDH released its report.   (Reforma 6/16, 6/22, 6/26) 
President announces elimination of car tax 
President Calderón signed a decree that will gradually eliminate the 
annual tax on the value of cars (tenencia), one of the most unpopular 
taxes in Mexico. The measure fulfils a 2006 campaign promise and was 
also billed as an economic stimulus measure. Buyers of new vehicles of 
up to Ps. 250,000 will not have to pay the first year tax (the car dealers will 
pay it, and be able to credit it against income tax). Secretary of Finance 
Ernesto Cordero estimated the cost to the Government would be 
approximately Ps. 370 million. Critics, including columnist Sergio 
Sarmiento, noted it was a blatant electoral ploy, complicated the tax code, 
and was anti-environmental. (Presidencia 6/24, Reforma 6/25, 28) 
Nayarit cancels school because of violence; teachers leave Juárez 
Ney González Sánchez, the priista governor of Nayarit cancelled of the 
last three weeks of the school year because of growing gang violence in 
the state and shootouts in the capital Tepic. Separately, the Chihuahua 
government said that some 800 teachers had asked to be reassigned 
because of violence in Ciudad Juárez and other towns. (Universal 6/16, 
Excelsior 6/16) 

 
 

PRI holds lead in four close races  
The campaigns draw to a close on June 30th, with the vote on 
July 4. Just a handful of states have close gubernatorial 
races.  Columnist Leo Zuckermann writes, “It’s possible that 
the PRI will win each and every one of the 12 governorships 
that are in play. … There exists doubt in only four states.  In 
all the rest, everything indicates that the [PRI] will win handily. 
… But they could also lose between one and four races, three 
in places where there are alliances between the PAN and 
parties of the left.  Should there be a triumph of the alliances 
in Oaxaca, Sinaloa or Puebla, I believe that the PAN and 
PRD party leaders will save face. Should they pull out a 
victory in two of those gubernatorial races, they will celebrate 
with champagne and begin to prepare an alliance to contest 
the State of Mexico [governorship] in 2011.” The last Mitofsky 
polls before the election show the PRI leading by 6-10% in all 
four contested states, but with substantial undecided 
votes.  (Excelsior 6/25, consulta.com) 
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 Key Dates 
7/4: Elections in 14 states, 

including 12 governorships 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
 
 
 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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