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PAN-PRD alliances move forward 
PRD Secretary General Hortensia Aragón confirmed that the party’s 
National Political Commission planned to endorse electoral alliances with 
the PAN in Durango, Hidalgo, Oaxaca, and possibly Puebla in this July’s 
state elections. She noted that the PRD did not have any real candidates 
of its own in these states. Her view was backed, importantly, by Alejandro 
Encinas, AMLO’s representative in the PRD leadership. Encinas (the 
head of the PRD delegation in the Chamber) denied that the alliances 
were like “mixing oil and water,” since no formal ideological commitments 
were being made. The most prominent likely joint gubernatorial candidates 
are Gabino Cué in Oaxaca and Xóchitl Gálvez in Hidalgo. (Universal 
1/22) 

PRI leadership lashes out at alliances as ‘poison’ 
PRI party president Beatriz Paredes lashed out at the prospect of PAN-
PRD alliances at a gathering of the PRI’s congressional delegation. She 
said: “To divide, confront, poison the atmosphere in the country, and to 
deteriorate the relationship with the majority party is not an intelligent 
formula; it’s not a formula at all, it’s folly. The majority leader in the 
Chamber, Francisco Rojas, called the alliances “a grotesque and surreal 
spectacle.” Columnist Salvador García Soto said the PRI is trying to send 
an unmistakable message: “If the PAN allies itself with the PRD in the 
states, tell the President he can forget about his reforms; let him see what 
he can get done working the perredistas.” (Universal 1/23, 1/23) 

Creel becomes first major figure to declare for 2012 
PAN Senator Santiago Creel confirmed in a radio interview with journalist 
Carmen Aristegui that he will seek his party’s 2012 presidential 
nomination, becoming the first national figure to throw his hat in the ring. 
Creel tried to play down internal party rivalry, saying that he was not 
competing against Education Secretary Alonso Lujambio, who is also 
viewed as a contender, while carving out a nuanced position on electoral 
alliances.  “I am not competing against anyone. What I want to see is a 
vigorous party that returns to its origins, to its identity, that doesn’t make 
these unspeakable alliances, alliances with [Teachers’ Union president] 
Elba Esther [Gordillo], alliances that we won’t be able to sustain 
afterwards, neither ideologically nor programmatically. But I also think that 
there are alliances that are sustainable, such as the case of Gabino Cué 
[in Oaxaca] or Xóchitl Gálvez [in Hidalgo],” he said. (Universal 1/23) 

García Luna defends war against cartels in Congress 
Security Secretary Genaro García Luna defended the government’s 
security program and answered questions for 5-1/2 hours in Congress. He 
highly praised the role of the Army in fighting the traffickers, but also said 
that only 7% of reported crimes in Mexico were under federal jurisdiction, 
and of those, only half were drug-related. The overall 2009 crime rate was 
1,657 per 100,000 persons, up 1.2% from 2008 and 10% from 1999. He 
called on Congress to approve the merger of municipal police forces into 
31 state-level forces to improve the effectiveness of the police. (Universal 
1/22, Reforma 1/22) 
 

Mexican Police Forces 
Ministry of Public Security (SSP) 32,357 

Justice Ministry (PGR) 4,298 

State preventive police 198,897 

State ministerial police 26,495 

Municipal police 160,967 

 
  
 

 
 

Public backs political reform in general, but level of 
knowledge is low 
An El Universal national telephone poll showed broad support 
for the concept of political reform (89% approval) and 
President Calderón’s proposal (69% approval). However, 
there is a low level of actual knowledge – only 20% said they 
knew the specifics of Calderón’s proposal.  Of the specific 
proposals, reducing the size of Congress had the highest 
support, and reelection the lowest. (Universal 1/24) 
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 Key Dates 

2/1: Start of new congressional 
session 

2/22-3: Rio Group summit, 
Cancún 

4/30: End of congressional 
session 

5/16: Yucatán elections 
7/4: Elections in 13 states 

9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 
fall congressional session 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

10/3: Chiapas elections (possible) 
11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 

Revolution 
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