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No information on disappearance of Diego Fernández 
Even as the military and police carried out searches by air and ground, 
authorities have not released any information on the disappearance and 
presumed kidnapping of PAN heavyweight Diego Fernández de 
Cevallos. Jefe Diego was the party’s candidate for President in 1994, past 
party Senate leader, and one of its most colorful and controversial 
characters. He disappeared on his ranch in Queretaro Friday night. The 
government has acknowledged ‘signs of violence’ in his abandoned 
Hummer, with some stories alleging bloody footprints or bullet holes in the 
vehicle.  Government Secretary Fernando Gómez Mont, Attorney 
General Arturo Chávez, and Public Safety Secretary Genaro García 
Luna all traveled to the state. Queretaro governor José Calzada 
Rovirosa (PRI) held his own security cabinet meeting at the headquarters 
of the 17th military zone. Noted the Bajo Reserva column of El Universal, 
“The worst crisis of public safety in memory strikes directly at the heart of 
the party of the President of the Republic…. The country is at the mercy of 
organized crime despite the campaign promises not only of the PAN and 
but all the parties in government.” (Universal 5/17) 
PAN mayoral candidate assassinated, cartels blamed 
Mario Guajardo, the PAN candidate for mayor of Villa Hermosa, 
Tamaulipas, was assassinated along with his son and an employee.  Two 
assassins entered the offices of his company, confirmed his identity, and 
shot him.  Twenty-two 9mm cartridge cases were recovered at the site. 
PAN leader César Nava blamed the drug cartels for the killing, and said 
that Guajardo had received several threats in recent days demanding that 
he quit the race. The PAN has been unable to field candidates in several 
towns in Tamaulipas because of threats from the cartels. (Universal 5/14) 
Calderón denies ‘colombianization’ of Mexico 
In a press conference with Spanish President José Luis Rodríguez 
Zapatero in Spain, President Felipe Calderón acknowledged some 
parallels with the situation in Colombia, but denied that Mexico was 
traveling the same path. “In Mexico we are acting in a very timely manner 
to avoid the kind of escalation in organized crime such as occurred, 
unfortunately, in brother countries such as Colombia. … Even though 
there are phases which may seem similar in their essence, we are 
confronting them … and we can resolve this issue in a much more rapid 
manner,” he said. (Reforma 5/17) 
 

 
 

PRI wins Mérida after 19 years of PAN rule 
According the preliminary vote count (PREP), the PRI 
captured the mayor’s office in Mérida, the state capital of 
Yucatán, which has been governed by the PAN since 1991. 
The candidate of the PRI-Green Party coalition, Angélica 
Araujo, won 49% of the vote, as compared to 41% for former 
Social Development Secretary Beatriz Zavala, the PAN 
candidate. The PRI appears to have kept its hold on the large 
majority of the other 105 municipalities, mostly small, that 
elected mayors; the PRI currently governs 59 towns. In the 
state congressional vote, the PRI increased its share by 
about 3% from 2007, and was leading in 13 of the 15 direct 
election seats; they won 10 direct election seats in 2007. 
(PREP Yucatán 5/17, 7:17am) 
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 Key Dates 
5/19-20: Calderón state visit to 

Washington, D.C.  
7/4: Elections in 14 states 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
 
 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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