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Federal police seize Cananea mine from strikers, promise to rebuild  
Federal police staged a midnight raid on the Cananea copper mine in 
Sonora. Workers seized the mine almost three years ago, and have 
threatened to destroy the installations if any attempt were made to 
dislodge them.  As many as 2,000 federal police took part in the Sunday 
night operation. The miners struck in July 2007 over benefits and safety 
conditions. In January 2008, the Ministry of Labor declared the strike 
illegal. In February 2010, a federal arbitration tribunal ruled against the 
strikers and in favor of the mine owner, Grupo Mexico; the final ruling was 
issued on June 4th. Reports say that five persons were injured, and at 
least one building was destroyed. The Ministry of Government also issued 
a statement saying, “The entry into the installations was peaceful. …It is 
the permanent responsibility of the federal and state governments to 
ensure the safety and integrity of the citizens of Cananea, as well as to 
safeguard public order, make the Rule of Law prevail, and give full 
compliance to judicial orders.” 
Minister of Labor Javier Lozano, Sonora governor Guillermo Padres, 
and Grupo Mexico CEO Xavier Guerra de Quevedo announced an 
“unprecedented” plan to rebuild and expand the mine, the largest in 
Mexico, and provide economic and social assistance to the region. The 
state government will invest Ps. 382 million and the federal government 
will invest Ps. 55 million in new infrastructure and aid to small and medium 
business, while Grupo Mexico said it will invest to expand the mine and 
repair of facilities damaged during the three-year strike.  Guerra de 
Quevedo also said the company would pay miners six times the legal 
severance payment and would be willing to rehire workers under a 
different contract. (Reforma 6/7, Excelsior 6/7, Universal 6/7) 
ABC day care center fire: One year later 
The first anniversary of the ABC day care center fire in Sonora was 
declared a national day of mourning by President Calderón. Thousands 
marched in Hermosillo to remember the dead and demand reforms. Forty-
nine children died and 74 were injured in the disaster. Supreme Court 
minister Arturo Zaldívar issued a draft report on the tragedy, under the 
Court’s authority to investigate violations of individual rights.  Zaldivar’s 
report, which must be voted upon by the full Court, found 14 public officials 
at fault, including Minister of Communications and Transportation Juan 
Molinar Horcasitas, who was the then head of the Social Security 
Institute (IMSS), under whose auspices the child care center 
operated.  Others named include current IMSS head Daniel Káram and 
former Sonora governor Eduardo Bours. Noted columnist Rene 
Delgado, “Molinar Horcasitas should see that his time is up. He should 
have presented his resignation months ago.  If he isn’t going to do so now, 
President Calderón should remove him from his post.” (Universal 6/6, 
Reforma 6/6) 
Calderón proposes unified police forces 
Speaking at a meeting of the National Security Council, President Felipe 
Calderón said that the Government will submit during the fall 
congressional term a constitutional reform to create 32 state-level police 
forces to replace the hundreds of municipal police forces across 
Mexico.  “Our primary objective is, without regard to who is governing or 
what party they belong to, to make Mexicans protected by an honest and 
professional police force, with a system of justice that is effective and 
transparent, and with a legal framework that strengthens the authorities 
against criminals,” he said. Governor Rodrigo Medina (PRI) of Nuevo 
León spoke in favor of the proposal: “We aren’t talking about leaving the 
towns without protection; we are talking about integrating all the forces in a 
front that will enable us to have a better [police] body to confront organized 
crime.” (Universal 6/7) 

 
 

President keeps narrow approval margin, mood still sour 
An El Universal poll found President Calderón’s approval 
rating unchanged since February, with 41.2% approving of 
his job performance and 36.8% disapproving. Other 
indicators of the public’s mood continue to sour: 57% said the 
Government was doing less than they expected, compared to 
55.9% in February and 39.7% one year ago. Sixty-eight 
percent said things had worsened in the past year. Public 
insecurity led the list of Mexico’s biggest problems, with 
29.2% picking this alternative, up from 21.8% in February. 
(Universal 6/7) 
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 Key Dates 
6/11: Start of World Cup games 
7/4: Elections in 14 states 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
 
 
 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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