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Congress fails to act on IFE nominees 
The Chamber of Deputies failed to elect three new board members for the 
Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) by the legal deadline of October 30th. 
According to press reports, the PAN and PRI leadership had agreed to 
give two of the vacancies to PRI-approved nominees and one to a PAN-
approved nominee, freezing out the PRD.  The supposed deal was 
attacked not only by the PRD but also by a number of Deputies in both the 
PAN and PRI.  (Such a deal in 2003 contributed to the IFE’s loss of 
credibility as an impartial arbiter in the wake of the 2006 presidential 
election.)  The congressional leadership has not set a date for a vote as 
negotiations continue. The three IFE board members to be elected to 9-
year terms will be selected from a list of 17 candidates already approved 
as meeting the legal requirements for the position. (Reforma 10/29) 
 
 
 
Killing of ‘Tony Tormenta’ keeps Marines on top  
Naval marines surrounded and killed the leader of the Gulf Cartel, 
Antonio Ezequiel Cárdenas Guillén, aka Tony Tormenta and four of his 
bodyguards in a pitched battle in the border city of Matamoros. Columnist 
Raymundo Riva Palacio called it the government’s “most paradigmatic 
success in the 47 month long war against drugs.” The operation, which left 
three Marines dead and another four wounded, cements the position of 
the Marines as the elite agency for strikes against drug kingpins. Two 
reporters were also killed in the crossfire. The Navy said the operation to 
trap Cárdenas began six months ago with intelligence derived from the 
capture of some of the Gulf Cartel’s paramilitary wing, the Scorpions. The 
U.S. DEA also reportedly provided intelligence that assisted in locating 
Cárdenas. The Navy said that Cardenas had evaded capture on two 
separate occasions in the last month prior to this final operation.  The 
Marines deployed 660 troops, 3 helicopters, and 17 vehicles in the 
operation, while the Army provided an outer ring of security to prevent 
cartel reinforcements from reaching their leader.  (Eje Central 11/8) 
 

 
 

Drug war deaths in 2010 pass 10,000 mark 
According to the tally kept by Reforma, the death toll from the 
drug war reached 10,095 killed since the start of the year. 
This surpasses 2009′s full year record by more than 50%, 
with almost two months still to go.  Of Reforma’s total, 56 
were military and 644 were police officers.  Six states account 
for almost three-quarters of the deaths, with Chihuahua being 
the bloodiest state, with 2,812 killed.   (Reforma 11/4, 11/6) 
The discovery of the bodies of 18 of the 20 tourists from 
Michoacán who were kidnapped in broad daylight in Acapulco 
at the end of September is the latest in the string of 
massacres and large scale killings in the year.  There have 
been at least 16 such events during 2010.  Most are 
unsolved.  
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 Key Dates 
11/15: Deadline for passing 

Expenditure Law 
11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 

Revolution 
11/29-12/11: UN Climate 

Change Conference (COP-
16), Cancún 

 

12/15: End of Congressional 
session 

7/3/11: State of Mexico elections 
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