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New strategy to curb violence in Juárez 
After a meeting of the security cabinet in Ciudad Juárez (including the 
participation of U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual), Security Secretary 
Genaro García Luna announced that a force of 2,000 Federal Police 
(PF) would join the approximately 7,800 military and federal police 
already in the state of Chihuahua, in what was characterized as a 
change of strategy. The PF will gradually replace the army in Juárez 
from now through March; the troops will redeploy to rural areas of the 
state. The army will also make use of drones to combat crime in the 
city, technology made possible as part of the Mérida Initiative. 
According to José Antonio Ortega, the head of a civic organization in 
Juárez, the city’s 2009 homicide rate of 191 per 100,000 residents 
ranked it as the most violent city in the world. Garcia Luna disputed 
the ranking, but acknowledged that Juárez was the most dangerous 
city in Mexico. (Reforma 1/11, Excelsior 1/14) 

PAN and PRD agree on state alliances to face PRI  
The PAN and PRD agreed in principle to form electoral alliances in at 
least three states in the 2010 state elections: Sinaloa, Oaxaca, and 
Puebla. Twelve states elect governors this year, and another three 
have congressional or municipal elections. According to the deputy 
Secretary General of the PAN, Alfredo Rivadeneyra, the PRI’s 
dominance in these states meant, “There is an absence of alternation 
in power, which translates into a lack of democracy, transparency, and 
respect between the different branches of government.” 
Commentators think that there are several more states where the two 
will field joint candidates to face the PRI juggernaut. (Universal 1/16, 
Milenio 1/17) 

More troops to Tijuana after capture of ‘El Teo’ 
The Army will immediately deploy an additional 1,000 soldiers and 
marines to Tijuana to try to avoid an upsurge in violence there after 
the capture of Eduardo Teodoro García, “El Teo,” one of the most 
wanted drug traffickers on the 13th. The reinforcements were 
requested by Baja California governor José Guadalupe Osuna 
Millán. (Universal 1/16) 
 
 

 
 

Presidential approval by state 
According to Mitofsky, President Calderón was most 
popular in the north and south-east—regions with higher 
average incomes, followed by the Bajio region. His 
popularity was lowest in central Mexico. Exceptions to the 
general pattern were states with high levels of drug 
violence, particularly Chihuahua and Zacatecas, where 
approval ratings were low, and the poorest state, Chiapas, 
where the approval rating was high. 
(www.consulta.com.mx) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poll 

 Key Dates 

2/1: Start of new congressional 
session 

2/22-3: Rio Group summit, 
Cancún 

4/30: End of congressional 
session 

5/16: Yucatán elections 
7/4: Elections in 13 states 

9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 
fall congressional session 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

10/3: Chiapas elections (possible) 
11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 

Revolution 
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