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Calderón emphasizes joint responsibility after Juárez killings 
Speaking in Juárez three days after the killings of the U.S. consular staff 
and families, President Calderón said: “It is indispensable, I insist, that 
the brunt of the battle against organized crime be fully assumed as a 
shared responsibility between the United States and Mexico. It is a battle 
that we need to fight on both sides of the U.S.-Mexican border, and to win 
as allies, each in its own territory, each in its own sphere of competence, 
but with close collaboration in terms of information, intelligence, and public 
policies. Both nations must continue to collaborate in order to defeat these 
organizations and put a stop to the trafficking in drugs, arms, illegal 
money, and to make our youth safe.”  The President’s comments were 
seen, in part, as a reaction to reports that special teams from seven U.S. 
agencies were in Mexico to hunt down and capture the killers. U.S. 
Ambassador Carlos Pascual later clarified that U.S. agencies would only 
be working in a support role from the U.S. side of the border. (Universal 
3/16, Excelsior 3/17) 

Bloody Nuevo León and Acapulco 
The state of Nuevo León became the new epicenter of violence after 
gangsters blocked major highways in and near Monterrey using hijacked 
vehicles. According to state Security Secretary Luis Carlos Treviño 
Berchelmann, the blockades were an attempt to prevent federal troop 
movements. One confrontation between gangs and the army on the 
campus of Monterrey Tec, one of Mexico’s premier universities, resulted in 
the deaths of two students. Nuevo León governor Rodrigo Medina 
sacked 81 state police officers the day after the federal Government 
Ministry accused police of passing tips on military movements to the 
gangs. The previous weekend, Acapulco captured the headlines with 32 
killings, including six policemen and four decapitated victims. According to 
Reforma’s tally, there were 251 gang-related killings last week and 2,188 
deaths year to date, 55% higher than last year’s record pace. (Universal 
3/16, 3/21, 3/21, Reforma 3/19, 3/21) 

U.S.-Mexico relations move to center stage 
A High Level Consultative Group meeting on the Mérida Initiative will bring 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to Mexico this week. The Mexican 
delegation will be headed by Foreign Secretary Patricia Espinosa, and 
include Government Secretary Fernando Gómez Mont, and Defense 
Secretary Gen. Guillermo Galván, among others. This is the first such 
meeting since Dec. 2008. Separately, it was announced that President 
Calderón will make a state visit to Washington, D.C. on May 19-20, and 
that Michelle Obama will be in Mexico City for meetings with First Lady 
Margarita Zavala on April 13-15. (State 3/17, SRE 3/17) 

Labor Reform put forward 
The PAN put forward a comprehensive reform of the Labor Law in 
Congress. The measures seek to increase flexibility in the labor market 
through secret ballots in union elections, greater union transparency, time 
limits on strikes, new rules on outsourcing, ability to contract workers by 
the hour, and greater protection for women workers, among others. 
Josefina Vázquez Mota, the PAN congressional leader, said the bill was 
a collaboration between the party and the Labor Ministry, headed by 
Javier Lozano.  President Calderón emphasized that the bill would not 
amend the many specific labor rights enshrined in Article 123 of the 
Constitution.  (Reforma 3/18, 3/19, 3/20)  
First gay marriages celebrated in Mexico City 
The first gay couples were joined in marriage in the Old Town Hall in 
Mexico City, under the Federal District’s new law. The Supreme Court 
turned down an appeal from Attorney General Arturo Chávez to block the 
law from going into effect (without ruling on the merits). The Supreme 
Court had previously rejected suits by several states to stop the D.F. law. 
(Universal 3/11, Reforma 3/11)  

 
 

Calderón disapproval rises; economy key 
A GEA-ISA national survey found that, for the first time, 
President Calderón’s disapproval rating exceeded his 
approval rating: only 45% said they approved, and 53% said 
they disapproved his performance as president. As recently 
as August 2009, the President had a favorable margin of 
54%-37%. Economic policy management was disapproved 
by a margin of 57%-34% (a negative swing of 13% since last 
August). In contrast, actions taken in the war against drug 
trafficking were approved 68%-29% (though there was a 
negative swing of 16% since last August). (www.isa.org.mx) 
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 Key Dates 
3/23: Mérida Initiative meetings 
4/13-15: Michelle Obama trip to 

Mexico City 
4/30: End of congressional 

session 
5/16: Yucatán elections 
5/19-20: Calderón state visit to 

Washington, D.C.  

7/4: Elections in 13 states 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
9/15: 200th Anniversary of 

Independence 
10/3: Chiapas elections (possible) 
11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 

Revolution 
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