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President proposes new competition law 
President Calderón put forward his promised reform of competition laws, 
saying: “The presence of monopolistic or oligopolistic practices hinders us 
from reaching the rates of growth needed to create more jobs and improve 
the quality of life of Mexican families.  It is estimated that more than 30% 
of household spending is in markets where there is some problem with 
competition, and that in these markets consumers spend about 40% more 
on goods and services than would be the case if companies were 
operating in a more competitive environment.”   
The 10-point reform strengthens the Federal Competition Commission 
(Cofeco) by raising the maximum fine to 10% of a company’s annual 
revenues and gives the commission subpoena power (currently it depends 
on voluntary provision of information). The proposed laws seek to forestall 
endless litigation and give Cofeco the power to block presumptive anti-
competitive acts before making a final ruling. El Universal editorialized: 
“The president has fulfilled his obligation. … It’s now up to the legislators 
to prove that they are on the side of the best interests of the Republic and 
not with the de facto powers that want to derail an initiative like this one.”  
(Presidencia 4/6, Universal 4/6) 
PRI and PAN face off on telecommunications law 
PAN Deputy Javier Corral and Senator Gustavo Madero introduced a 
new telecommunications bill, even as the PRI-controlled commissions in 
the Senate and Chamber of Deputies passed legislation that allows for the 
granting or renewal of telecommunications concessions without a public 
tender. Reforma reported that the PRI bill was drafted on the computer of 
Televisa executive Francisco Javier Tejado, who was also reportedly 
present at all the commission’s meetings. The PAN alternative would 
create a new autonomous regulatory body to replace the ineffective 
Cofetel. It would seek to provide an integrated approach to 
telecommunications regulation, including convergence, and it would also 
open the sector to foreign ownership—100% in telecommunications and 
25% in radio and broadcast TV.  (Reforma 4/9, Universal 4/9) 
Calderón in Washington …  
Los Pinos announced Friday that President Calderón will participate in 
Barack Obama’s Nuclear Security Summit in Washington today and 
tomorrow. The last minute announcement fed speculation that Calderón 
will use the trip to advance the mutual security agenda before his state 
visit to D.C. next month. (Presidencia 4/9, Universal 4/10) 
… while Michelle Obama travels to Mexico  
Michelle Obama will fly to Mexico City for meetings with First Lady 
Margarita Zavala, primarily to discuss social programs. President and 
Mrs. Calderón will host a private dinner at Los Pinos for Mrs. Obama; the 
other guests will be Mexican Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan, his wife, and 
U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual. (Universal 4/9) 
Federal Police take over law enforcement in Juárez 
Led by commissioner Facundo Rosas, a black-clad force of 5,000 
Federal Police, backed by four aircraft and more than 500 patrol cars and 
armored vehicles, formally relieved the Army of day-to-day law 
enforcement in Ciudad Juárez. The Army, which has been stung by 
criticism for alleged human rights violations, will carry out raids from its 
bases and continue to patrol the countryside.  Rosas also inaugurated a 
new high-tech command center for security operations. (Universal 4/9) 
24 million set to lose cell phone access 
As many as 24 million of Mexico’s 83 million cell phone users could get 
disconnected starting Wednesday for failing to register their phones by the 
April 10 deadline. The National Cell Phone Registry (Renaut) was enacted 
last year to counter extortionists using anonymous phone lines.  The 
unpopular measure has created a backlash. Telefónica, the 2nd largest cell 
phone operator, initially said it would refuse to comply on constitutional 
grounds, but later backtracked. (Reforma 4/11, Universal 4/12)  

 
 

Presidential approval ticks back up 
Mitofky’s monthly national survey showed President 
Calderón’s approval rating continuing to move up to 56% 
from the January 2010 low of 52%. Generic party preferences 
for the 2012 presidential elections remain largely unchanged, 
with the PRI well in front of both PAN and PRD, but down 
slightly from its November 2009 peak. The overall mood 
remains negative, with 56.9% of respondents saying the 
nation is on the wrong course – just below the November 
2009 peak (57.1%).  (www.consulta.com.mx) 
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 Key Dates 
4/13-15: Michelle Obama trip to 

Mexico City 
4/30: End of congressional 

session 
5/16: Yucatán elections 
5/19-20: Calderón state visit to 

Washington, D.C.  

7/4: Elections in 14 states 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
9/15: 200th Anniversary of 

Independence 
11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 

Revolution 
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