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President pushes global climate change action 
President Felipe Calderón spoke as the guest of honor at the Petersberg 
Climate Dialogue hosted by German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
Environment ministers from more than 40 countries are meeting to discuss 
concrete steps leading up to the UN climate summit in Cancún in 
December (COP-16). Saying that time for the global community to act is 
running out, Calderón pledged, “We will arrive at Cancún with agreements 
and commitments that all parties will be able to sign on to; we will establish 
financial mechanisms and economic incentives that will make it possible 
and that will allow us to break the dilemma between fighting poverty or 
fighting climate change.” The President is also on a state visit to Germany. 
(German Ministry of Environment 5/2, Presidencia 5/2, Reforma 5/2)  
Oaxaca campaign starts, after human rights activists killed  
In what may be the most closely fought of the July elections, the formal 
campaign for governor of Oaxaca formally began. The race pits Gabino 
Cué, as the standard bearer of the PRD–PT–Convergencia–PAN alliance, 
against Eviel Pérez Magaña, the right hand man of outgoing Governor 
Ulises Ruiz. An Ipsos poll gives Cué a 44%-25% lead over Pérez 
Magaña. (Universal 4/30) 
The climate in the state was marked by the ambush of a human rights 
caravan that left two human rights activists dead (one from Finland), three 
wounded, and three disappeared, allegedly at the hands of paramilitaries 
in the Triqui region of the state. Governor Ruiz called for the expulsion of 
foreigners from the state. Cue said, “Everybody knows that the lack of 
public security in Oaxaca today is the responsibility of Ulises Ruiz.” 
(Universal 5/2, 5/1, Frontline Defenders 4/29) 
President warns Mexicans against travel to Arizona 
President Calderón warned Mexicans against unnecessary travel to 
Arizona, saying their human rights could be at risk, while hinting at an 
economic boycott: “The contribution of Mexicans to the development of 
U.S. society, and in particular Arizona, has been significant. I believe that 
not only will Mexicans lose as a result of being the target of this threat, but 
the U.S. and Arizona will also lose, since their citizens depend precisely on 
trade flows and the presence of Mexicans in the state.” Calderón said 
staffing had been increased at the five consulates in the state, and that the 
government would work through all channels to have the law repealed. 
(Excelsior 5/2) 
Royal Caribbean said to cancel west coast cruises for next year 
Cruise line operator Royal Caribbean is cancelling its weekly cruises that 
called at Puerto Vallarta, Cabo San Lucas, and Mazatlán effective January 
2011. An official of the Jalisco chamber of commerce said he was told 
security concerns lay behind the decision, although no official statement 
has been made by the tourism company. (Reforma 4/28) 

 
 

Congress recesses without passing major legislation 
Congress recessed until September 1 without passing any of 
the pending reform proposals. (Universal 5/1, Reforma 5/1) 
Political reform: President Calderón put forward his 10-point 

reform last December, followed by the PRI’s package in 
February, and a PRD version. All of these, plus others, 
languish in the legislative commissions without any 
consensus.  

Labor reform: Labor Secretary Javier Lozano proposed a 
comprehensive reform in March to make labor contracting 
rules more flexible and making unions more transparent 
and democratic. It is strongly supported by the business 
community.  May Day marches by the major labor unions 
across the country attacked the proposed legislation, and 
neither house has yet voted. (Universal 5/2) 

Fiscal reform: No specific proposals have been made public, 
despite widespread recognition that urgent change is 
needed on both the spending and revenue side of the 
budget. 

New media law: The PAN and PRD congressional 
delegations proposed an integrated reform in mid-April, 
after the PRI tried to ram through a Televisa-drafted bill. 
Hearings will continue over the summer. (Universal 4/28) 

National Security reform: The Senate approved a law 105-1-1 
clarifying the procedures and standards for deploying the 
military in public safety (i.e., crime fighting) operations, 
while punting on the question of subjecting members of the 
military to civilian court jurisdiction for some crimes. The law 
as passed is believed to be strongly opposed by at least 
parts of the military. The Chamber did not bring it to a vote. 
(Universal 4/28, 5/3) 

Competition law: A watered down version of the 
Government’s proposed law to strengthen the Federal 
Competition Commission and stiffen penalties for 
monopolistic practices was passed by the Chamber 386-
15-2; the Senate has not acted. (Excelsior 4/30) 

Human Rights law: A constitutional reform strengthening 
constitutional protection for human rights and giving the 
language in the Constitution and giving the National Human 
Rights Commission (CNDH) the power to investigate “grave 
violations of individual rights” passed the Senate in early 
April. The Chamber has not yet acted.  (Universal 4/9)  

Legislative scorecard 

 Key Dates 
5/16: Yucatán elections 
5/19-20: Calderón state visit to 

Washington, D.C.  
7/4: Elections in 14 states 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
 
 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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