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Government arrests PRD candidate for governor on drug charges 
The Justice Ministry (PGR) arrested Gregorio “Greg” Sánchez, the 
PRD-PT-Convergencia candidate for governor of the state of Quintana 
Roo.  Sánchez is the mayor of Cancún, and was charged with violation of 
drug laws, racketeering, and use of illicit funds. PGR sources said he was 
linked to the Los Zetas paramilitary gang and the Beltrán Leyva 
cartel.  His administration has been under suspicion at least since the 
kidnapping and murder of General Mauro Enrique Tello in February 
2009. PRD Senate leader Carlos Navarrete angrily denounced the arrest 
in a press conference as a political provocation. “As president of the 
Senate, I consider it completely unacceptable to use the PGR for purely 
electoral and political ends…. This situation will have an enormous cost for 
democracy in Mexico,” he said.  Party leader Jesús Ortega said the PRD 
would keep Sánchez as their candidate, even after a federal judge ordered 
today that he be kept in prison. (Universal 5/26, Reforma 5/26, 6/1) 
Columnist (and longtime Cancún resident) Lydia Cacho writes: “For those 
of us who have been documenting for years the construction of a narco-
state in the southeast, the surprise is not the arrest of Sánchez but the 
delay in doing so. His name appeared in SIEDO investigative files since … 
March 2008…. The PRD is ignoring the monumental damage they are 
causing to Quintana Roo through their refusal to look at the facts.” 
(Universal 5/31)  
Report that kidnappers of Jefe Diego have started negotiations 
Reforma reported that “according to sources close to the case” kidnappers 
established contact with Diego Fernández’ family the previous weekend 
to start negotiating payment of a ransom and his release.  The paper said 
that no specific amount had been demanded, but that the family had 
received proof of life. Columnist Salvador García Soto wrote that the 
family has engaged a UK firm that specializes in hostage negotiations, and 
that the kidnappers have demanded US$50 million in ransom. (Reforma 
5/27, Universal 5/29) 
Mérida Initiative: U.S. moving away from big ticket items 
In congressional testimony, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Roberta 
Jacobsen outlined four main initiatives for the next stage of U.S.-Mexico 
security cooperation: 1) disrupt organized criminal groups; 2) 
institutionalize reforms to sustain the rule of law and respect for human 
rights; 3) create a 21st century border; and 4) build strong and resilient 
communities.  “Broadly, … we are moving away from big ticket equipment 
and into an engagement that reinforces progress by further 
institutionalizing Mexican capacity to sustain adherence to the rule of law 
and respect for human rights, build strong institutions, promote full civil 
society participation, transform the nature of our borders, and by providing 
intensive technical assistance and training,” she said. (State 5/27) 
Calderón supports U.S. decision to send National Guard to border 
While in Canada, President Calderón said he supported President 
Obama’s decision to send 1,200 National Guard troops to reinforce the 
border. Calderón said: “We hope that the presence of the National Guard 
will be in terms that we agreed to with President Obama. [The U.S.] 
agreed to do their part to enforce the law on the American side, and 
certainly not to use the National Guard for immigration enforcement. … 
Thus, this would seem to be a sign of carrying out the commitment of the 
U.S. government to stop the illegal flow of arms to Mexico, to reduce the 
money laundering of funds to Mexico, and to stop the impunity with which 
some of the most dangerous criminals act and assault the Mexican side. 
… The National Guard will aid our common objective to have a more 
secure border.” (Presidencia 5/27)   
 
 
 

 
 

PRI and Peña Nieto lead presidential preferences 
A Reforma national poll finds the PRI “alone in first place” in 
preferences for the 2012 presidential elections. “The PRI 
seems to be winning support nationally, including among 
sectors that were averse to them in the last election … 
younger voters, the more highly educated, and 
independents,” the pollsters write. Among the general 
population, Enrique Peña Nieto stands head and shoulders 
above his rivals in the PRI. López Obrador and Marcelo 
Ebrard are neck and neck in the PRD (although AMLO has a 
wide lead among party members). In the PAN, there is no 
clear favorite, with Santiago Creel, Josefina Vázquez, and 
César Nava each commanding only modest support. 
(Reforma 5/30) 

 
 

 

Poll 

 Key Dates 
7/4: Elections in 14 states 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
9/15: 200th Anniversary of 

Independence 
 
 
 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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