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Calderón issues statement on public security 
The government published in the Sunday papers a two-page statement by 
President Calderón titled “The Fight for Public Security” that lays out the 
government’s domestic security rationale and strategy. “The 
[government’s] objective has been to restore the security of Mexican 
families, to distinguish Mexico as a country of laws and institutions, and to 
guarantee that we can live together in an ordered and tranquil manner 
throughout the country. … Our core objective is to achieve public safety for 
the citizens, and not only or even principally to fight narcotrafficking. We 
are fighting organized crime with determination because it is our 
constitutional and ethical obligation to do so, because organized crime has 
altered, in a significant manner, the peace of the citizens,” the President 
writes. He also rejects any accommodation with organized crime. “Some 
[officials] reached an implicit or explicit understanding with the criminals, 
thinking that they could in this way ‘control’ the criminals. They thought 
that this scheme was ‘how it always worked.’  It is exactly the opposite; 
once the ‘understanding’ is made, the criminals control the 
authorities.  And once the latter have submitted, the [criminals] control the 
public space without any restriction and there exists no check on their 
abuses against the population.” 
The document outlines the five areas of action: 
1. Using the military and Federal Police to reinforce local police forces; 
2. Improving the operating and technological capacities of the security and 

justice agencies, including a) creating the Federal Police, b) upgrading 
the Justice Ministry and public prosecutors’ offices, c) creating a unified, 
nationwide criminal information system, and d) strengthening the armed 
forces; 

3. Reforming the legal and institutional framework, including the 
introduction of oral criminal proceedings; 

4. Crime prevention programs; and 
5. International cooperation, including the Mérida Initiative with the U.S. 
Most violent week yet: 271 killings 
Gang related killings set a new record last week: 271 deaths, including 85 
on Friday alone. Among the dead:  19 persons executed in a drug rehab 
center in Ciudad Juárez, the killing of 19 others in Juárez, and the 
discovery of 20 bodies in Ciudad Madero, Tamaulipas.  The Ministry of 
Government issued a statement saying, “The largest part of the violent 
deaths are the result of traditional rivalries and the struggle waged by 
criminal organizations among themselves for control of 
territory.”  (Universal 6/13, Reforma 6/13, Segob 6/12) 
Gangs seize gas wells near U.S. border 
Armed groups seized control of one of the largest gas wells in the Burgos 
Basin, just south of the border, on May 23d and continue to hold the 
facility. The seizure of the well, Gigante Numero Uno, happened at the 
same time as five Pemex engineers were kidnapped in the area.  These 
natural gas wells are particularly valuable because they produce 
petroleum condensate as a byproduct that can be used directly without 
refining.  According to PRI Deputy Eduardo Bailey, Pemex has had to 
reduce production because of threats to its personnel and roadblocks in 
the region. Some of Pemex’s contractors in the Burgos Basin, including 
Schlumberger, Halliburton, Weatherford, and Petrobras have had their 
personnel kidnapped for ransom. (Reforma 6/9, Reforma 6/10) 
Video backs Mexican claims in border shooting 
A widely circulated cellphone video shows the killing of Sergio Adrian 
Hernández by a U.S. border patrol officer.  The video appears to support 
Mexican claims of disproportionate use of force and absence of danger to 
the officer who fired the shots.  Mexican Ambassador Arturo Sarukhán 
said, “We are evaluating all the resources to which we have access and to 
which we will have recourse in the event the investigation shows the 
culpability of any of the [Border Patrol] agents.” (Universal 6/13, YouTube 
6/9)  

 
 

PRI looks solid in gubernatorial races  
With three weeks to go before the July 4 elections, the PRI 
has solid leads in most of the 12 gubernatorial races, based 
on GCE and Mitofsky polls from late May and early June. In 
the nine states that it currently controls, the PRI is being 
seriously challenged only in Oaxaca and (perhaps) Puebla. 
According to pollster GCE, Eviel Pérez has a 37%-32% lead 
over PAN-PRD coalition candidate Gabino Cué in Oaxaca, 
but 28% are undecided. In Puebla, Javier López has 47% 
compared to panista Rafael Moreno Valle’s 38%. In the 
other seven states, PRI candidates have double digit leads 
over the PAN challengers.  
The PAN is facing a tight race in Tlaxcala (both PRI and PAN 
at 26%, with 35% undecided) and a likely loss in 
Aguascalientes (PRI 40%, PAN 29%). The PRD looks likely 
to lose its bastion in Zacatecas, because of a split in the 
former PRD-PT coalition; the PRI candidate has 44% and the 
PAN 22%. (www.gabinetece.com.mx, www.consulta.com) 
 

        
 

 

Polls 

 Key Dates 
7/4: Elections in 14 states, 

including 12 governorships 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
 
 
 

9/15: 200th Anniversary of 
Independence 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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