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Focus turns to PAN-PRD alliance for the 2011 Mexico State elections 
Given the success of the PAN-PRD alliances, the attention of party 
leaders immediately turned to forming an alliance to contest the 
governorship of the State of Mexico in 2011.  PRD president Jesús 
Ortega said the alliances had proved their worth by unseating entrenched 
machines, showing that the PRI was not invincible, and generating real 
competition. On an alliance in Mexico State, Ortega said, “We are 
analyzing it with the PAN leaders. I can’t say we have decided on anything 
definitive, since we’ve barely started discussions, but the results obtained 
open this possibility.” PAN president César Nava said the agreement 
signed last year with the PRI pledging not to form an alliance in Mexico 
State with the PRD (in return for the PRI’s legislative support) was void 
due to the “flagrant non-compliance” of the PRI.  Both Nava and Ortega 
ruled out a coalition for the 2012 presidential race. (Universal 7/6, 
Excelsior 7/6) 
De Swaan named to Cofetel; regulatory ‘double window’ to disappear 
President Calderón appointed Mony de Swaan, the chief of staff of SCT 
Secretary Juan Molinar, to the Federal Telecommunications Commission. 
There is a clear expectation that de Swaan will be elected Chairman when 
the Cofetel commissioners meet this week. In an interview, de Swaan 
said, "It seems to me that I will be a great Chairman. My election could set 
off a new model [for telecommunications regulation] of greater 
coordination, collaboration, and a more efficient process; with a public 
agenda more aligned and a more concerted interaction with the [SCT] 
Secretary.” He promised an end to “the shameful scandals” that have 
marred Cofetel and an end to the “double window” that required 
telecommunications regulations to be approved by both the SCT and 
Cofetel. SCT Undersecretary for Communications Gabriela Hernández 
resigned, and her position likely will be abolished. (Excelsior 7/5) 
Tax simplification measures announced 
President Calderón and Finance Secretary Ernesto Cordero announced 
administrative measures that are designed to reduce the burden of 
complying with Mexico’s tax laws. The steps include: eliminating 
duplicative monthly and annual tax returns; eliminating the need for 
audited financial statements for tax filings and refund applications; and 
expanding the use of electronic signatures.  The President said that these 
measures and other steps to expand electronic filing of forms would 
reduce by 40% the time needed to meet tax obligations, thereby putting 
Mexico at the median of OECD countries. (Hacienda 6/30) 
Tamaulipas assassination highlights PAN - PRI rift 
After the assassination of Rodolfo Torre Cantú, the PRI candidate for 
governor of Tamaulipas, six days before the election, President Calderón 
spoke to the nation twice, appealing for unity: “I am calling on all the 
political forces of the country, on all who believe in and defend democracy, 
to meet to discuss frankly this and the other challenges that Mexico faces; 
so that we may give a unified and decisive response to those who attack 
the democratic life and peace of Mexicans. … Faced with the challenge 
that organized crime today presents, there isn’t space to seek political 
dividends. … . I invite you to this dialogue … to find the best alternatives to 
confront the biggest challenge that the country faces today.” In her 
response, PRI president Beatriz Paredes rejected the President’s plea: 
“We have always been prepared to dialogue, but with legitimate leaders 
and not with opportunists that stir up stormy waters,… when it has been 
precisely their irresponsibility and short-sighted desire to win at any cost 
that has muddied the debate and degraded politics.  …. More than 
declarations, speeches, or debates, Mexicans need a security strategy 
that is effective, and families want to recover their tranquility.”  
The PRI’s substitute, Egidio Torre Cantú, the brother of the slain 
candidate, won election handily. No one has been arrested for the 
assassination, although Los Zetas are the prime suspects. (Presidencia 
6/29, Reforma 6/29, Universal 6/30) 

 
 

Both sides can claim victory 
As predicted, the PRI won the lion’s share of the races on 
Sunday, with at least 8 of the 12 governorships and about 
48% of the total vote. Half the states switched party. The PRI 
won Tlaxcala and Aguascalientes (from the PAN) and 
Zacatecas (from the PRD). However, the controversial 
gamble of the PAN and PRD leaderships to form state-level 
alliances ousted entrenched PRI machines in Oaxaca, 
Puebla, and Sinaloa. The alliances also came close in 
Hidalgo and Durango. (The PRI has a 1% lead in the latter.) 
The PRI won states previously held by the PAN or PRD with 
a population of 3.5 million, but lost states with a population of 
11.5 million. Voter participation rates in two of the states with 
the most drug violence--Chihuahua and Tamaulipas--were 
under 40%, but the vote took place peacefully and with few 
reported incidents anywhere. Preliminary results are:  
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 Key Dates 
9/1: Presidential Informe; start of 

fall congressional session 
9/15: 200th Anniversary of 

Independence 
 
 
 
 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 
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