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Peña Nieto changes the rules of the game in Mexico State 
In a bid to prevent a potential PAN-PRD alliance from winning the 
governorship of the State of Mexico in next July’s election, the state 
Congress voted 52-21 to abolish the legal figure of “candidates in 
common” that allowed multiple parties to put forward a single candidate. 
The law was supported by the PRI, PVEM, Panal, Covergencia, and 
Social Democratic parties, and opposed by the PAN and PRD. As a 
constitutional measure, it will need to be approved by a majority of the 
state’s municipalities prior to October 3 in order to become effective for the 
July 2011 elections. Parties could still form coalitions, which would require 
them to have a common platform and a sole representative before the 
election authorities. 
PAN and PRD leaders attacked what is being called the “Peña Law,” after 
Governor Enrique Peña Nieto. PAN Senate leader Gustavo Madero 
called it “a regressive measure that stinks of authoritarianism.” Senator 
Carlos Navarrete of the PRD said, “[This] is the announcement by 
Enrique Peña Nieto of how he would govern if he were to become 
President of the Republic.  With a regression to the past, with legislative 
sneak attacks, with imposition of measures to create the most positive 
scenario for him and his party.”  Columnist Leo Zuckermann writes: 
“From now on, his detractors … will paint him as the young face of the old 
PRI: cunning and monopolistic, who wants to win without competing … a 
Peña Nieto more authoritarian than democratic.” (Reforma 9/14, Excelsior 
9/20) 
Supreme Court Minister Gudiño Pelayo dies; was swing vote 
Supreme Court minister José de Jesús Gudiño Pelayo, 67, died of a 
heart attack while on vacation in England. His replacement could alter the 
balance on the 11-member Court; he was considered a swing vote 
between the more liberal and more conservative wings of the Court. He 
had also emerged, in recent years, as a reliable defender of individual 
rights against the State. He supported the decriminalization of abortion in 
the Federal District and the rights of those imprisoned in the Acteal and 
Atenco massacres, among others.  The Senate elects Court ministers 
from a list of candidates submitted by the President. His replacement 
could also affect the election next January of a new President of the Court, 
when the Ministers choose one of their own to head the Court. (Reforma 
9/20, Universal 9/20) 
Juárez newspaper makes plea for truce with drug cartels 
After the killing of another one of its reporters last week, El Diario in 
Cuidad Juárez published an unprecedented front-page editorial calling for 
a truce with the drug gangs. The editorial said in part, “Gentlemen of the 
various organizations that are fighting for control of public spaces: the loss 
of two reporters in less than two years is an irreparable tragedy for all who 
work here. … What is that you want of us, what you want us to publish or 
refrain from publishing? … You are, in these moments, the de facto 
authorities in this city, because the legally constituted leaders have not 
been able to do anything to keep our colleagues from dying. ….  We are 
not giving up our work; we are talking about a truce.” (El Diario 9/20, 
Universal 9/20)  
Cordero warns of disaster if taxes are lowered 
In Congressional testimony to defend the Government’s 2011 budget, 
Finance Minister Ernesto Cordero warned of a repeat of past economic 
crises if the PRI proposal to cut value added tax rates passed. “To reduce 
revenues while at the same time increasing the deficit, would create the 
risk of falling into an unsustainable debt situation that could cause another 
crisis of internal origin, such as occurred in 1976, 1982 and 1986,” he said. 
“To weaken the tax base in this moment would be irresponsible, at the 
time when we are emerging from the need to have to borrow. … Never in 
the history of the country has a reduction in tax rates increased tax 
revenues.” (Universal 9/15) 
 

 
 

Limited progress in vetting police forces 
Reforma published data from a report by the National System 
for Public Security, which is part of the Ministry of Public 
Security, which showed that only 22% of police forces at the 
three levels of government had taken the exams that are 
supposed to help weed out corrupt or incompetent police in 
the two years since the initiative was announced.  While 
almost half of the 72,000 federal police and 34% of the 
171,000 local police have taken the exams, only 8% of the 
283,000 state police have done so. In six states – Hidalgo, 
Mexico State, Nayarit, San Luis Potosí, Tlaxcala, and 
Yucatán – less than 1% of police have taken the exams. The 
report said, “The results obtained are in the process of 
evaluation in order to identify the individuals that represent a 
risk for public service.” The deadline for all police to take the 
exams, originally one year, has been extended to 2013. 
(Reforma 9/19) 
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 Key Dates 
10/20, 10/31: Deadlines for 

passing Revenue Law by 
Chamber, Senate 

11/15: Deadline for passing 
Expenditure Law 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 

12/15: End of Congressional 
session 

7/3/11: State of Mexico elections 
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