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Fugitive Deputy-elect sneaks through security cordon, takes oath, 
gets immunity 
Julio César Godoy, the brother of Michoacán Governor Leonel Godoy 
and a fugitive from federal drug charges since June 2009, slipped through 
a Federal Police security cordon around the Chamber of Deputies, hid for 
two days in an office in the Chamber, and took the oath of office as a 
Deputy, effectively giving him immunity from arrest and a public platform 
for contesting the charges. Julio Cesár Godoy was one of the most 
prominent figures accused by the Justice Ministry of involvement with La 
Familia Michoacana when they arrested a number of Michoacán political 
figures in June 2009, just prior to the mid-term elections.  The Justice 
Ministry says it has wiretaps of incriminating conversations between 
Godoy and Servando Gómez, La Tuta, one of the top leaders of La 
Familia. Godoy immediately went into hiding, but was easily elected to 
Congress for the PRD, despite the charges and inability to campaign. 
Government Secretary Francisco Blake said the Government would do 
everything in its power to revoke Godoy’s legislative immunity. (Universal 
9/24, Excelsior 9/24) 
Congress continues sparring over value added tax rate 
The PRI in Congress continues to press for a reduction in the value added 
tax rate from 16% to 15%. The PRI delegation in the Chamber is seeking 
to offset the loss of revenue by raising the estimated growth of the 
economy in 2011, increasing the forecast price of oil, and also allowing for 
a larger deficit. Senator Rubén Camarillo of the PAN said the tax 
reduction was merely an electoral ploy. Meanwhile, the PAN noted that a 
12% VAT tax rate was viable if all the current exemptions (except for a 
limited basket of basic foods and medicines) and special regimes were 
eliminated. In its weekly bulletin, the Ministry of Finance warned that a cut 
in taxes in the current environment could put public finances at risk, 
leading to excessive indebtedness or cuts in vital investment spending. 
(Reforma 9/27, Excelsior 9/22, Hacienda 9/27) 
Fox predicts PRI victory in 2012 
In an interview, former President Vicente Fox predicted that the PRI 
would win the 2012 presidential elections. “All the indicators and all the 
data point that way,” he said.  The comments ignited a furious response 
from PAN party leaders. PAN Senate leader José González Morfín said 
that Fox was “disconnected” from party matters and he needed to better 
understand what was happening inside the party. (Universal 9/25, 9/26) 
Security: Win some, lose some 
The Federal Police arrested Margarito Soto Reyes, El Tigre, and eight 
others near Guadalajara. According to the authorities, Soto Reyes was the 
successor to Ignacio “Nacho” Coronel Villarreal, killed in a security 
operation in July, and also one of the principal figures in the transportation 
of synthetic drugs and precursor chemicals along the “Southern Pacific” 
route. (Universal 9/26) 
Four members of the “Artist Assassins” gang were freed only three months 
after having been arrested by the federal organized crime bureau (SIEDO) 
with great fanfare and accused of carrying out 55 murders in the service of 
the Sinaloa cartel. The state prosecutor for Chihuahua asked a judge that 
the charges be withdrawn because “the investigating magistrate 
(Ministerio Público) committed grave errors in the compilation of the report 
and did not substantiate the charges against the individuals who were 
identified to the news media.” The four are supposed to return to court in a 
few weeks to face potential new charges. (Excelsior 9/20) 
Top officials and military commanders to get bonuses for risks  
Reforma revealed that the 2011 Budget includes a provision that would 
authorize bonus payments for the President, 376 government officials, and 
623 military commanders for the additional risks that they face in the 
performance of their duties. The payments are in the range of Ps. 44-
48,000 per month, with a total cost of Ps. 500 million. (Reforma 9/21) 

 
 

Wide range in gubernatorial approval 
A poll carried out by El Universal of the approval ratings of the 
governors of each state showed the wide range of opinion 
across the nation. The most popular governor (Ortega Bernés 
of Campeche—86% approval vs 14% disapproval) and the 
least popular (Ulises Ruíz of Oaxaca—22% vs 77%) were 
both from the PRI.  Three of the least popular were from the 
PAN (Ortiz in Tlaxcala, Osuna in Baja California, and Adame 
in Morelos). In the six states where there was change of party 
in the gubernatorial elections last July, all but one were states 
where the balance of public opinion was strongly negative. 
(PRI states are shown in green, PAN blue, and PRD orange.) 
The most common failings of governors were not fighting 
crime and not knowing how to govern. (Universal 9/23) 

 
 

 

Poll 

 Key Dates 
10/20, 10/31: Deadlines for 

passing Revenue Law by 
Chamber, Senate 

11/1: Deadline for Congress to 
elect 3 new IFE board 
members 

11/15: Deadline for passing 
Expenditure Law 

11/15: 100th Anniversary of the 
Revolution 

11/29-12/11: UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP-16), Cancún 

12/15: End of Congressional 
session 

7/3/11: State of Mexico elections 
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